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StratoCam/SkyBeacon-2 Ham Balloon Big Success! 


By John Bayne, N4EEB and Frank N. Haas, KB4T 

Ballooning ham radio-style reached new heights Saturday 
morning, September 15, 1990 when StratoNet Florida, a group of 
hams from Volusia County, launched StratoCam/SkyBeacon-2, a 
balloon outfitted with two ham transmitters, from the Deland, Flor- 
ida Municipal Airport. The 2.5-hour flight allowed hams from Key 
Largo to Birmingham, Alabama to north of Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina to copy two-meter FM and UHF fast scan television signals 
from the craft. 


Project Manager and Launch Director John Bayne, N4EEB of 
Ormond Beach, described the flight as a complete success 
following the balloon’s recovery in a wooded area about 15 miles 
from the launch site. The balloon reached an altitude of ap- 
‘proximately 100,000 feet all the while transmitting signals on 
144.340 MHz FM and on 434.000 MHz fast scan amateur television. 

The balloon and its electronic payload took one hour, 41 minutes 
and 24 seconds to rise to a record-setting altitude for Florida Ham 
Ballooning. Descent time was 55 minutes and 12 seconds. Launch 
Director Bayne reported total flight time of two hours, 36 minutes 
and 36 seconds while recovery took nearly two hours. : 

On-board telemetry allowed flight controllers to monitor 
altitude, payload, internal and external temperatures and battery 
voltage. From the data transmitted by the balloon’s electronics, 
controllers were able to determine that the balloon rose at ap- 
proximately 920 feet per minute and fell at a rate of 1,706 feet per 
minute. External temperatures reported by the on-board sensors 
dropped to -103 degrees Fahrenheit. The payload’s internal tem- 
perature averaged about 80 degrees Fahrenheit, but during descent 
gave controllers some tense moments when the temperature 
plummeted to subzero levels. 

StratoCam/SkyBeacon-2 was outfitted with an Amateur Fast 
Scan black and white television camera which provided continuous 
video of the area below the balloon package. The views were 


COMING BEVVE No TEs 
West Palm Beach Hamfest' Sept. 8 & 9th 
LARA, Eustis Hamfest, Nov. 3 & 4th 
Tampa Suncoast Convention, Nov. 17 & 18th 
Okeechobee Hamfest, Dec. 1st 

Miami Hamboree, Feb. 2 & 3rd, 1991 
Sarasota Hamfest, Feb. 16 & 17th 

Stuart Hamfest, Feb. 23rd 

Brooksville Hamfest, Feb. 23rd 

Ft. Walton Beach Swapfest, Mar. 16 & 17 
Orlando Hamcation, Mar. 15, 16 & 17th 
Any others?? Write now, don't delay... AC 


Bee 


Control console at DeLand, FL Municipal Airport, while 


N4URS & WD4GDZ looff on. (Photo submitted by KB4T) 


especially striking as it rose from the launch-site and even more so 
as the package fell to earth. 

Anyone within 200 miles of the balloon, equipped with a cable- 
ready VCR or television receiver capable of receiving Cable 
Channel 59 and an outside UHF antenna, could have monitored the 


video signals. Both transmitters in the package operated with one- 


watt output into a specially-made, helically-wound, dual band, 
vertical antenna. 

The on-board electronics package performed flawlessly during 
the entire flight except for momentary anomalies in the altitude 
telemetry which were compensated for by ground controllers. 

Two hours prior to launch Frank Haas, KB4T. of Holly Hill, 
assisted by Loretta Bayne, KC4NNZ of Ormond Beach, established 
a net on 7.156 which provided continuous reports on the work being 
done to prepare for the launch. The net also featured live reports 
from the launch-site on the progress of the balloon’s preparation for 
flight. pa Ii y 
Ground tracking stations were also heard getting their equip- 
ment aligned to the latest weather data and reporting the results of 
flight telemetry analysis. . 

With the balloon’s release of 1443Z, the net, billed as StratoNet 
Control, began reporting the information provided by the balloon’s 
telemetry transmitters as well as taking reception reports from 
stations all over Florida and many points in Georgia, Alabama and 
North and South Carolina. The video signal from the balloon was 
seen as far south as Ft. Lauderdale, as far west as Tampa and as 
far north as Tallahassee. Two stations in the Carolinas reported 
being able to detect the presence of the video signal, but not getting 
actual pictures. 

Bill Morse, WA4OBY of Spruce Creek Fly-In (south of Daytona 
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STL‘E NT KEYS 


We are deeply sorry to report the following SILENT Keys 
in Florida. Kindly advise Ye Ed if you hear of any in 
your area. TUVM - AC 


W4LIP George Papamarcos ,75 
W4RVE_ Ward S. Atherton, 67 
WA4ONW Robert O. Vest, 64 
W3SUA Ray Goode 

KAIAYI_ Ernest Lewis 

WIHKK ~ Earl Lawson 

W2CQA Edward Siegel 
N2FEL Ted Levine 

K2SZU Anthony Picorale 
W3HMY George Owens 
W4GIP Kenneth Salisbury 
KB4MY Michael Montagnino 
N4NDC Juan Haaven Sr. 
WA4YGP Parvin Winchell Naples 
W8KZU Robert K. Clark Largo 


DON’T THROW AWAY THAT OLD LICENSE! 

The ARRL recommends that you retain your old license when 

you up-grade. When changes occur to amateur licensing struc- 
_ture, certain licenses convey credit toward a higher class of 
license. 

For example: 

If you were issued a technician class license before March 21, 
1987, your license conveys written element credit toward the 
general class exam. If you have an original Certificate of Suc- 
cessful Completion (CSCE) dated prior to March 21, 1987, which 
includes Element Three credit, this document also provides 
credit toward your general class license. 

— Excerpt from QST 6/90 
HOW TO CANCEL THE LICENSE 
OF A SILENT KEY 

The FCC no longer deletes the call-signs of ‘‘silent keys” from 
its records unless their cancellation is specifically requested. Since 
the term of an amateur license is now 10 years, plus a two-year 
grace period, the family of the deceased amateur could continue to 
receive correspondence, based upon FCC records, for that period. 

In order to avoid this unwanted correspondence, families of 
deceased amateurs may send the license, or a letter if the license 

‘ cannot be found, to FCC, Consumer Affairs Office, Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania 17325. 
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Boynton Beach 
Fort Pierce 
Hialeah 

Ocala 

Jasper 

Venice 

Palm Beach 
Hollywood 
Naples 

Winter Park 
Jacksonville 
Apollo Beach 
Miami Springs 


— Reprinted from the ARRL Letter 


FROM THE EDITOR 
CONGRATULATIONS. 

TO FLORIDA CLUB PUBLICATIONS 
By Andy Clark, Editor 

As our masthead shows Florida Skip is going into its 33rd year of 
publication. That is 33 years of dedicated service to the Florida 
amateurs! 

Where were you 33 years ago? Did you see our first issue? 

Well in case you didn’t, let me tell you it was a dilly. Four pages 
(same size as our present format) with news, photos and hambars. 
The subscription was $2.00 a year, mailed second-class, right to 
your door. After 33 years the price has only increased $6.00 for 24 
pages of the same service! 

How many publications can brag about that?? 

When Florida Skip first got started, there were only five or six 
large clubs in Florida. Now there are dozens. 

Then Florida Skip was an important tool to communicate be- 
tween the larger clubs and new ones forming. Then there were 
only two hamfests a year — Rock Springs/Orlando and Miami 
Hamboree. Now there is almost a dozen hamfests a year. 

Our amateur ranks have grown from about eight or nine 
thousand then to about 26 or more thousand now. This is progress — 
as it should be. 

Ye Editor has seen hundreds of changes in rules and regulations - 
and the art of technology in his over 50 years as a continuous 
licensed amateur. This too is progress — or is it? 

With progress I am happy to report that most larger Florida 
clubs now have their own amateur club publications. 

The Skip Editor would like to thank the following clubs for 
sending a copy of their excellent publications. I must say the 
editors do a beautiful job of keeping their club members informed 
on the affairs of the club, other events and selling equipment 
locally. This is progress, too. . 


PUBLICATION EDITOR LOCATION CLUB 
Relay Chatter Hud, KF4BU Ft. WaltonBeach Playground ARC 
BrowardBulletin Jim, W3UKS Ft. Lauderdale Broward ARC 
DX-TRA WE4MAI f 
W50G Sectional SouthFL South Florida DX Club 
Everglades Beam Tom, AL7HW Homestead Homestead ARC 
PCARCS Newsletter Fran, KB4ZUQ/ f 
Oz, K1JOY Melbourne Platinum Coast ARS 
The Modulator Not Available Ft. Myers Ft. Myers ARC 
The Repeater Ladd, W2KGV St.Lucie County _ St. Lucie Repeater 
Association 

' Spurious Emission Dick, W4YWA Indian River . Indian River ARC 
TARC Newsletter Doug, NAQVY Titusville Titusville ARC 
SFFMA Newsletter Dave, WB4MDY Dade County South Florida FM Assoc ~ 
Lisats Letter Ernie, KARBD BrevardCounty Cocoa Beach 
The Modulator Billy Jacksonville North Florida ARS 
Relay Chatter Not Available Ocala Sun County ARS 
Newsletter John, WA40PA Orlando Orange County ARES 
The Amplifier Valand Martha Lopez Sarasota Sarasota ARS 
The Listening Post Doug, NS1A Orlando Orlando ARC 
FMSN Newsletter Joe, NSKFU Cable Wireless Net All-Florida 


Forgive us if we overlooked anyone. 

The bottom line: as long as the Florida amateurs feel there is a 
place for Florida Skip and ye editor’s health holds out, Florida Skip 
will continue — at a fair price and on time and with the full support 
of the Florida amateurs and advertisers. . 

Your comments and suggestions are welcome. 

73’s to all. 


FLORIDA SKIP, INC. 
P.O. Box 501 
Miami Springs, Florida 33266 


Enclosed is $8.00 FOR 1 year subscription 
to FLORIDA SKIP. My mailing address is: 


Ly New (J Renewal 
My CORRECT address is: Call 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Paim Beach Repeater Association, Inc. 


Presents the Fourth Annual 


PALM BrEacH County HAMFEST 


Amateur Radio & Computer Show October 13 & 14, 1990 


Hamfest Information 


South Florida Fair Grounds 
Southern Bivd (State Rd 80) 
West Palm Beach, Florida 


Saturday October 13, 1990 
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 


Sunday October 14, 1990 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 


Admission 
Admission tickets are $5.00 at the door. Tickets are valid 
both days. 


Flea Market 

Flea market tables are $17.00 at the door, if available. 
Tables are valid both days. Admission tickets must be 
purchased with flea market tickets. Friday setup for flea 
market is from 2:00 PM to 8:00 PM. For more information 
call Vi Kiekenapp, KC4LCF, (407) 585-9074. 


PALM ,BEAGH COUNTY 
HAMFEST 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
FAIRGROUNDS 


Ne oF 
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o Indoor Flea Market 
o Exhibits 
o FCC Exams Saturday & Sunday 
o Door Prizes 
o Free parking spaces 
o RV full-hookup sites 
o On-Site Security 
oO Quality Food Catering 
o Packet Radio Demo and Forum 


FCC Exams 

Novice thru Extra exams are scheduled for Saturday and 
Sunday. Exams will start promptly at 9:00 AM. Exams will 
be held on site. 


Talk-In Frequency | 

Talk-In Frequency will be the 147.165/147.765 repeater 
with 146.520 simplex used for close in work. Talk-In will be 
active one hour before Hamfest hours and one hour before 
Setup hours. 


PBRA Hanmpfest, P. O. Box 461, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
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TRAFFIC HOUNDS — AUGUST 1990 
By K4ZK, STM South Florida 


NET QNI AVG. QTC AVG. SESSIONS MGR QTC/QNI 
QFN 1,000 16.1. 503 8.01 62 AA4HT 0.50 
FPTN 1,242 40.1 314 10.01 31 WB4WYG 0.25 
SEFTN 1,196 38.6 256 8.03 31 KD4GR 0.21 
FMTN 547 18.5 255 8.02 31 W4NFK 0.46 
NFPN 1,425 46.0 202 6.05 31 K4UBR 0.14 
TPTN 469 15.2 141 4.05 31 WxX4J 0.30 
GN 239 «7.7 «+134 «= 4.08 31 N4ET 0.56 
SVTN 733 24.4 112 3.07 30 KB4LB 0.15 
SWFTN 764 283 111 4.11 27 K4FQU 0.29 


QFNS 275 89 78 2.05 31 KC4FL 0.28 
FMSN 380 12.2 74 2.04 31 N4KFU 0.19 
SPARC 445 143 30 1.00 31 AA4YA 0.06 
PBTN 419 15.5 30 1.01 27 WA4RUE 0.07 
GCVTIN 697 22.5 18 06 31 N4SGQ 0.02 
DEN 268 53.6 12 2.04 5 N4LTT 0.04 
PRVAN 15 3.0 2 .04 5 WD4KBW 0.13 
AIN 62 15.5 2 .05 4 WA4PFK 0.03 
ENMC 69 13.8 0 0.00 5 K4ZK 0.00 


Total QTC: 2,545 « Average QTC/QNI: 21 


S.S.B. TRAFFIC NETS 
By Joe Scungio, N4KFU 

You can tell it’s summer with traffic counts down, but with 
September now upon us, you can feel that anticipation of getting 
busier. You can feel it with the return of regulars from vacation or 
whatever and the gradual increase of traffic. 

This month we welcome Earl, WX4J, the new net manager of 
TPTN. He sent his first net news and we certainly appreciate that 
as Iam sure you will. Keep them coming, Ear]. 

AIN Net: KB9LT reported that W4MEE is the new net manager 
for Gator Net. 

Miss Evelyn reported that: (1) there was no further information 
from the FCC, regarding the code test for disabled members; (2) 
frequency utilization meetings will be held in the fall and to watch 
QST for further information; (3) a fee structure for DXCC is being 
discussed; (4) ARRL insurance coverage for the official observers 
auxiliary has extended coverage to one million; and (5) third-party 
traffic between amateurs of countries who do not have third-party 
agreements is not allowed. 

The net will now meet immediately following the FPTN Net 
every Saturday, but no earlier then 7:30 local time. (Iam the FPTN 
NCS on Saturdays, so the net probably won't start until at least 7:30 
local anyway. Hi.) 

K4ZK informed the net that Saudi Arabia traffic should go 
through MARS. 

From Earl, WX4J, TPTN Net Manager: I am looking forward to 
the coming year as net manager for TPTN. Many thanks to Cef, 
AA4CH, for his work as manager for the past year. I sincerely hope 
that Ican do as well. 

In August, the net had a QNI of 469 which was an increase of 19 
over July. The net passed 141 pieces of traffic. This was the same 
amount passed in July, so that is very good when you consider that 
August is a big vacation month. 

Net sessions lasted 14.09 minutes compared to 17.3 during July. 
Maybe band conditions were better or messages were shorter, but 
I'd rather think we were more proficient. Hi! 

I would like to thank al] the hard working net members who 
make the net a success. Especially the NCS and liaison stations. 

Sorry guys, but no pay raise this year. However, net certificates 
will be presented to those net members who qualify in the coming 
months. 

The net still needs additional NCS and liaison stations to RNS 
and FMSN. 

Remember! October 20th to 21st is emergency power days and 
anyone who can operate this way, please do so, as it raises our point 
total. I will be contacting some stations to perform additional 
duties during this exercise, so please mark your calendar and plan 

- accordingly. 
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TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS — AUGUST 1990 


By WA4PFK and KB9LT 
1, W3CUL 3,102 11. K4EUK 240 
2. W3VR 1,334 12. WD4IIO 240 
3. N4SS 383 13. W4AAPFK 215 
4. K4FQU 368 14. KD4GR 209 
5. K4UBR 335 15. K4ZK 203 
6. WA9VND 334 16. WX4J 187 
7. W4NFK 309 17. K4SCL 175 
8. KB9LT 252 18. WA4QXT 156 
9. WA4EIC 243 19. AA4HT 151 
10. KB4WBY 243 20. KAKFU 142 


73’s all and see ya next month. 

From Bill, WB4WYG, FPTN Net Manager: Every year we say 

the same thing: summer vacations take their toll. FPTN had 1,242 
check-ins for August, but the daily average was still 40.1 per 
session. Pretty good for a net that meets at 7:00 a.m. Thirty 
stations checked in 80 percent or more of net sessions and 19 
checked in 100 percent of net sessions. 
_ They were: N2AOX, W4BKC, AA4CH, KI4CQ, WA4EIC, - 
WA4EYU, N4GMU, N4GMU, WA4JDH, KB4MON, WA4NBE, 
N4NKA, NY9Q, KB4RTG, WA4RUE, K4SJA, WB4TZR, WASVND, 
WB4WXW and WB4WYG. 

Miss Evelyn has returned to active duty and will take the 
Tuesday NCS slot. We sure are glad to have this lady back. Walt, 
WA4QXT has also returned to NCS duties and that is just great. 
Dennis, KB4MON has also been helping out as a NCS relief during 
this summer and that is certainly a big help. 

We were sad to have Charles, N4QVT request some relief to 
chase DX. We will certainly miss him and look forward to his 
return. 

Ginger, WB4SOU returned from vacation to find that she had to 
use the ‘‘rubber hammer’’ to get the rig working then experienced 
an antenna problem which cut into her net time. 

I received word that Kenny, K4BZS suffered a stroke and will 
offer his rig for sale at the Melbourne Hamfest. Reports are that he 
is not doing well, so we certainly hope he improves. 

Melbourne will be another joyous memory by the time we read 
this. I’m sure everyone will be looking forward to our annual trek 
and eyeball to eyeball meetings. I certainly hope those memories 
will be the fondest yet. 

Remember! Drop in on 3940 at 7:00 a.m. each day where you not 
only can have fun, but get the job done. Hi! 

 73’s toall. 

From Earl, K4FQU, SWFTN Net Manager: Check-ins for the 
month of August were 764 and the traffic count was 111. Net records 
revealed that our check-ins and traffic for the month of August was 
six percent higher then August of 1989. It means that all of us are 
doing a better job and the effort shows. It’s very gratifying to see 
improvement over the years. 

It is always difficult to get anyone to substitute when a regular 
has to go, but hope a few of you will step forward because it is 
vacation time. This is a slow time of the year and an excellent time 
to get one’s feet wet. So, we keep asking and hoping. 

I will be going on vacation and both Harry and I will be at the 
Melbourne Hamfest. Therefore, please keep your net reports until 
Harry gets back. I flew out on September 10th to Omaha, Nebraska 
for my World War II Ship Reunion. 

So, thanks to all for a great job in August and will see you all 
when I return. 

73’s to all. 

FLORIDA CABLE WIRELESS NETS 
By Ed, K41A 

FMSN Reported by Joe, N4KFU: Traffic increased slightly dur- 
ing August, but there was a significant decrease in time for net 
sessions. This indicates that we were more proficient and that’s 
what we should pursue on cable wireless nets. 

QNI’s increased and that is always a plus. In fact, QNI’s in- 
creased 44 percent over August of last year reflecting the good job 
done by 0.B., WC4D. 

Members returning were WIKAM, Bill and WD4HHH, Delbert. 

The first ‘“FMSN Newsletter” was published and I hope to put it 
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15th ANNUAL A.R.R.L. 


SUNCOAST 


AMATEUR RADIO & COMPUTER 


CONVENTION 


November 17 & 18, 1990 


CURTIS HIXON CONVENTION CENTER — Tampa, Florida 


“SAREX ‘90 — THE WHOLE STORY” 
by Roy Neal, KEDUE 


Talk-In on the 147.105 Repeater 


Dealers Swap Tables . Craft Corner 
(Set-Up Fri 2-8PM) 


Manufacturers et ae oun 7:30AM Ladies Activities 


Amateur Testing 


Forums (Sat 10AM, Sun 10AM) Dinner Dance 


Major and Hourly Awards — Saturday and Sunday 


For Local Accomodations Call 
Host Hotel Ramada Airport 1-800-228-2828 (Ask for convention rates) 
Florida Host (Holiday Inn Ashley Plaza) 1-800-727-5760 (M-F 8:00am-5:00pm) 


For Commercial Booth Information Contact 
JimHoman W4DPH, FGCARC, P.O. Box 7931, Clearwater, FL 34618 


Florida Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Council 
1556-56th Avenue North 
St Petersburg, Florida 33703 


Please send me: 

_____ General Admission Tickets ($6.00 atthe door)... 2.1... . ce eee eee eee @ $ 5.00/ea = $ 
Pe Swan Tabie Tickers (ORY Gays} srs inthe wee ee Oe cia, wpa Be e's @ $15.00/ea = $ 
albert NENT ANICR CKETS. Ses tenes Sh et Meet MR I aN @ $20.00/ea = $ 
Mail to: Address 

City State Zip - 
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out about every other month. I trust that everyone got something 


from the newsletter. However, as usually happens due to either 
postal problems or incorrect addresses, some did not receive their 
newsletters. So if you did not receive a copy, then I need your ad- 
dress. 

We need to get ready for the fall traffic season, so would ap- 
preciate volunteers for QFN liaison fun. If you’d like to take part in 
this pleasure-filled job and lend a hand, please contact me and let 
me know what day(s) you’d prefer. 

The net welcomes back Walt, WA4QXT to the Tuesday night 
NCS slot. 

’ Lead by WC4D, the following stations checked in over 20 times: 
AA4CH, N4KFU, N4LAO, KB9LT, WA9VND, KA4NXF and 
WB4WYG. Thanks to all for your participation and to the NCS and 
liaison stations for their help. 

The current NCS line-up is as follows: cents & 
Sunda “Monday Tuesday Wednesday Saturday 
AA4 AABN WA4QXT AA4HT WwC4D 

Start your night right! Check into FMSN where the cable 
wireless action begins every night at 1730 local time on 7061 KHz 
duringthesummer. —73, Joe N4KFU, FMSN Manager 


Gator Net Notes by Doug, W4MEE: For August we had a QNI of 
239 averaging 7.7 and QTC of 134 averaging 4.3 in 31 sessions. 
Twenty different stations checked in. The net was in session 569 
minutes for an average of 19.2. 

W3CUL and W4MEE had perfect attendance. 

Now that traffic is picking up for the fall season, we welcome 
you to meet with us on 7068 at 0830 daily. ~~ 7, 


Doug, W4MEE, Gator Net Manager 


QFN Manager Rip, AA4HT Writes: Activity picked up on QFN 
in August with an increase in check-ins and traffic count. I guess 
summer vacations are starting to wind down. : 

Total check-ins for both sessions was an even 1,000 and total 
traffic was 503. A comparison of July versus August shows early 
QNI 427/481 and late 452/519. Traffic also increased on both 
sessions with early QTC 189/209 and late 264/294. 

The net certainly wants to thank WT4F, Bill for filling in as 4RN 
representative on Friday nights while KC4ECA, J.B. was on 
vacation. J.B. is back now and has resumed his position. 

Good news from O.B., WC4D. He reports his wife is back home 

_after a 10-day stay in the hospital and is doing well. By the way, 
O.B. celebrated his 86th birthday on August 30th! 

Welcome back to Carl, W4NFK as Friday night NCS. Carl had to 
overcome some equipment problems to get back on cable wireless. 
Also welcome to Doug, W4MEE who has become a regular on QFN 
in addition to assuming duties as manager of Gator Net. 

Melbourne will be history by the time this is printed, so I hope 
we had the opportunity to see you there. If not, will see you on QFN 
at 1900 local time on 7061 and 2200 on 3651 KHz. — 73, 

Rip, AA4HT, QFN Manager 

There was no report this month for QFNS from John, KC4FL. 
-QFNS is the All-Florida Cable Wireless Traffic Slow Speed Net 
meeting daily at 2000 local time on 3715 KHz. Please send John 
some news of your activities and continue to support the net. 

Having just returned from the Melbourne Hamfest I want to say 

that the Ramada has good facilities for the traffic handler’s 
breakfast. We have the Japanese restaurant all to ourselves with 
mike and speakers. STM Bill, K4ZK said this is the best traffic 
meeting of the year. Keep Melbourne in mind for 1991. —73, 
Ed, K4IA 


Thursday _‘ Friday 


WB4WYG AA4FG 


A.M.S.A.T. SYMPOSIUM 
AMSAT has announced that the 1999 AMSAT Space Symposium 
will be held at NASA’s Johnson Space Center Visitor’s Center in 
Houston on October 19-21 and will be hosted by the Johnson Space 
Center Amateur Radio Club (W5RRR). 
The symposium will feature talks on amateur space com- 
munications and related subjects, including the new Microsats. 


Additional talks are tentatively scheduled on the SAREX Shuttle 


Flight STS-35. 


For more information write AMSAT or phone them at (301) 589- 
6062. 
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Never too young to learn. This is Alex Quintana, Grand- i 
dad is Harry Barnes, N4LAO of Panama City - who is act- 
ive on FMSN, NFPN and QFNS. Alex - keep that code 


running smooth now! (Photo by XYL Marian Barnes.) 
ss NORTH FLORIDA PHONE NET 


By Jerry Green, K4UBR ¢ Net Manager 

The turnout at the Jacksonville Hamfest was very good. All of the North Florida ARRL 
officials were in attendance as a lot of coordinating, bargaining and discussing went on — 
throughout the entire two days. 

Many problem areas were covered, some in depth, others just barely, but everyone 
recognized the need to continue our efforts to improve the NTS capability at all levels. 

The RACES/ARES question still pokes it’s ugly head up from time to time, but it ap- 
pears that the present plans being formulated by the SEC and his DEC’s and EC’s will 
make our net level support of whatever plan they put into operation a little easier than in 
the past. Plan on supporting the system when the need arises and after we test it out ina 
real-thing situation or in the SET in October (presently the date is unknown), then we can 
critique it and offer suggestions to fix the problem areas. 

My apologies to the NET representatives. I have not had the time to mail out all the 
many deserved certificates. 

Liaison to the many nets continues remarkably well even with horrendous conditions 
brought on by an overabundance of very active storms, erratic band conditions anda little 
interference from a mistuned foreign cable wireless station that is sometimes RST 592. 
September had im proved conditions, but increased QRM. Never a dull moment. 

We wish to honor our distinguished NCS KA4HHE, Dot for being nominated for the 
Georgia Amateur of the Year 1990. Thank you, also from all of us Dot, for doing the 
wonderful job on NFPN as NCS. 

Bob, KB4WEC in the Jacksonville area, is a new alternate NCS station who will be 
riding shotgun for John, KN4NN and/or Theo, WD4PPG. 

We need representatives to help on LSTTN and GCVTN. NCS should offer traffic listed 
on the net to the net liaison stations when a direct outlet is not available. Ef one is willing to 
offer his services we should let him do the relaying whenever it is appropriate. 

Net representatives were FAST; QFN; LSTTN, 100 percent; TPTN; SVTN, 97 per- 
cent; and GCVTN, 90 percent. 

r NET CONTROL ROSTER FOR AUGUST 1990 


Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday. Friday Saturday Sunday : 
KC4MDY K4EBO KC4KWN WD4PPG KA4HHE WA4NDA K4UBR . 
Paul Lucky John Theo Dot Nils Jerry 
Alternates 

KK4PI WB9IGIU KB4WEC 3CTM KA4TAR W7YWF 
Marty Russ Bob Joe Darrell Howard 

: STATISTICS FOR JULY 1990 
AS REPORTED TO THE SECTION MANAGER 
Net QNI Average QTC Average Sessions QNI/QTC QND Average 
NFPN 1,425 46 202 6.5 31 . 0.14 940 30.3 


NET PROCEDURE REMINDER 
If you are bringing traffic of any kind, especially out of state traffic, please get on the 
net on time so the NCS can keep the representatives only as long as there is traffic listed 
for them. The NCS will try to have all traffic moving during the first 15 minutes of the 
NET, soif you are late reporting in your traffic may be unnecessarily delayed. 


Q.S.L. ETIQUETTE FOR SOVIET HAMS 

In late 1988 a new worlz opened for Soviet amateur radio 
operators, when they received permission to send and receive QSL 
Cards, direct. In the February issue of their radio magazine, G. 
Chilyants, UY5XE implores Soviet hams not to request In- 
ternational Reply Coupons from overseas (IRC’s are neither sold 
nor negotiable in the USSR). 

Chilyants offers the following advice on, ‘‘How to make use of 
right to give one’s personal address over the air’”’: ! 

¢ Give your address only when asked to do so by the other 
station or after he has given you his. a 

¢ Avoid giving your address when working DX stations and 
expeditions. 

e It’s not ethical to indicate the need for IRC’s much less the 
number of IRC’s needed. If there are no enclosures in envelope sent 
to you, send your QSL via the bureau. 

— From the ARRL Letter 


FA* |soLoop’ HF ANTENNA 


REVOLUTIONARY COMPACT DESIGN 


nce again AEA has achieved a significant engineering 
Oh with its high-performance, low profile 

HF IsoLoop antenna. Performance isn’t compromised 
by its small size. Operate your favorite HF band (14 to 30 MHz 
frequency coverage) from areas with restrictive zoning ordinances 
or apartments and condos. Or take it with you on vacation. . . 
it’s the ideal go-anywhere portable antenna. And it’s the only 
antenna you need to cover 14 to 30 MHz. ONE antenna instead 
of numerous dipoles and without any traps! 


150 Watts. Rated up to 150 watts, the IsoLoop transmits 
and receives on any frequency between 14 to 30 MHz. When 
mounted with the loop in the horizontal plane, the radiation 
pattern is omni-directional and horizontally polarized, with the 
gain of a dipole. Maximum radiation is at low angles which is 
ideal for DX operation. The IsoLoop may also be mounted 
with the loop in the vertical plane to provide a null in a desired 
direction. Tuning is provided by a precision oe ten hana and 
a small remote control box, the LC-1. 


The IsoLoop does not need ground radials and its balanced, 
shielded feed-loop isolates the feedline from the antenna. The | 
IsoLoop is well-isolated from the feedline. Like AEA’s Isopole 
antennas, your signal is radiated by the antenna and not the 
feedline. With end-fed antennas, the outside of the coax becomes 
part of the antenna, resulting in noise and computer hash pickup 
and increased cite problems. 


High-Q Design. One of the unique features of the IsoLoop 
is its Pin beree igh-Q. The IsoLoop can be considered a very 
sharp tunable filter that radiates. The narrow bandwidth sup- 
presses harmonics from your transmitter reducing TVI problems. 
It also attenuates out-of-band signals from nearby transmitters 
that could overload your receiver. 

Compact. The IsoLoop is square, 
with rounded comers, and measures 
32 inches on a side and weighs only ff 
12 pounds. Because of the IsoLoop’s 
small size, it makes a perfect attic 
or balcony antenna. It’s also excellent 
for portable operation, recreational 
vehicles or camp-site use. A rotator - 
is not necessary when used in the cee ages allege 
omni-directional, 


horizontally polarized mode. 


Revolutionary. The AEA IsoLoop antenna 
represents years of research and development. 
Others may try to imitate the IsoLoop, but none 
can match the patent-pending design. 

AEA also provides technical support from the 
factory or through your personal computer and 
modem on CompuServe’s HamNet. If you are 

already a CompuServe member, just type GO 
HAMNET at any CompuServe prompt. For a free introductory 
CompuServe membership, call 1-800-848-8199 and ask for 
representative #48. 


AEA Brings You A Better Experience 
Advanced Electronic Applications, Inc. 
2006-196th St. SW/P.O. Box 2160 Lynnwood, WA 98036 206-775-7373 


Specifications subject to change without notice or obligation. Dealer Inquiries Invited. Copyright 1990. 
Stand optional. 


lsoLoop LC-1 control box with 
variable speed tuning. 
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A PICTURE IS WORTH 10,000 WORDS... 
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FLORIDA Q.C.W.A. NEWS 
Edited by Eli Nannis, K4JMH 

After a long hot summer, the chapters are looking forward for 
our northern members’ return to our wonderful winter climate. 

Irving R. Groves, K4HT, QCWA charter member number seven. 
was recently presented with QCWA’s DiBlasi Award by Director 
Jim Walsh, W7LVN. Irving is the only survivor of the five fellows in 
the 97-minute QSO that gave birth to QCWA on November 14, 1947. 

The Mid-Continent Chapter 35 awaits the arrival of QOWA 
members as they descend on Kansas City, October 12th to 14th for 
their 1990 convention. 

The election returns are in, but a recount is authorized. A total of 
4,537 ballots were received, but positions four, five and six differ by 
only 57 votes and positions five and six differ by only 15 votes, so 
you see how important it is for every member to vote. 

PELICAN CHAPTER 

We have been having informal meetings all summer at Stacey’s 
Buffet in St. Petersburg. We meet the third Wednesday of each 
month and the meetings have been well attended. 

The Saturday morning repeater net has been well attended. We 
meet at 10:00. a.m. on our own repeater 145.29. 

Edith, XYL of Dave, W4GQ had heart surgery on August 24th for 
the replacement of a heart valve. She is doing quite well and should 
be home in 10 days. On August 24th Stark Totman, W4YB had a 
pacemaker implanted. He was two rooms down the corridor from 
Edith. He is home and feels fine. Bob Mollenhauer, K4MWH is in 
the hospital having tests. 

— Reported by Paul Turner, W1DLP 
PALM BEACH CHAPTER 

Our regular meeting was held on July 31st with a total of 23 
members and guests present. 

Our president, Hank Gorman, W4RQK introduced our guest 
speaker, Mr. Allen Richter, W4PHL who gave a very interesting 
talk on the various aspects of hurricane preparedness and how the 
Palm Beach County Emergency Coordination System is girding for 
the coming hurricane season. We also heard a short talk by Mr. 
Claude Kelly, N40GS about his and other area amateurs’ activities 
during last year’s emergency following Hurricane Hugo. 

The next meeting was held on August 28th at the Prosperity 
Oaks Dining Room at 11:30 a.m. All were welcomed who attended. 

Come and enjoy the camaraderie. 

— Reported by Bob McDow, W4KOG 
SUWANNEE CHAPTER 

We held the bi-monthly meeting on August 23rd at Don’s 
Smorgasbord in Ocala with 34 members and guests in attendance. 

The change in the meeting dates from Saturday to Thursday has 
been well received and voted into the by-laws. 

The chapter accepted with regret, the resignation of Adis 
Henry, W4PFJ as secretary/treasurer at the end of her term in 
1990. Adis has served faithfully and well, since the death of Hugh 
Henline, W4JOP in 1985, but for reasons of health she felt unable to 
continue. With a standing ovation, the members accepted with 
regret her decision to step down. 

We have, with sorrow, added two ‘‘silent keys’’ to our list: Ken 
Cox, W4F YE and Ray Goode, W3SUA. 

The nominating committee chairman, Roy Carpenter, W4EJW 
submitted the slate of officers and directors to be voted on by ballot 
which will be enclosed in the October newsletter. 


The speaker of the day was Joe Niles from United Telephone of . 


Florida who presented by talk, exhibits and slides, a fascinating 
view of the impact of fiber optics and digital technology on our 
present and future telephone systems. 

The next luncheon meeting on October 25th will feature a 
program by a teacher and students from Vanquart High School of 


Ocala. The topic will be our free enterprise system and a spirited 
piece on our American Flag. 
— Reported by Ray Chartier, WIRFE 
CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 

Welcome to new chapter members: Floyd Hershner, WB4CEX 
and George Shoemaker, WBORLO. 

Regret to report that Floyd Frisby, WB4RSC wife died. Our 
sincere sympathy, Floyd. 

Norm Darch, W2HGV is putting up WARC band antennas on a 
new tower. 

Typical check-ins on the Saturday net are: W4PBL, W40FT, 
K4DF, KM4AE, KJ4CT, W2HGV, K8RIF, W4TIC, KM40A, W4SZ 
KD4ZY, W2RUY, N4LBG and W4JM. 

NCS is Sparky, W4LHP. 

Sam Gardner, N4MCW keeps busy judging dog shows. 

Our meetings are the third Saturday of each month at 11:30a.m. 
at the Sizzler Restaurant on U.S 98N, Lakeland. _ 

For expert advice on golf, speak to Dwight Redus, N4LBG or 
Prexy Frank La Londe, W4PBL. 

Regular business meetings will resume in September. 

Let’s all support our newly-elected QCWA National Directors 


and strive to bring more members into our fine chapter this fall and 


winter. 
— Reported by Jim Gundry, W4JM 
GATOR CHAPTER 

The Gator Chapter has been meeting all summer at informal 
meetings, just to keep the interest going. I have had some physical 
problems which prevented me from writing these reports. We have 
one more informal meeting and then we start our regular meetings 
in October. 

We meet the first Saturday of each month at Stacey’s Buffet in 
Clearwater at 11:30a.m. We havea large room with a movie screen 
and microphone. No limit on the food and boy those deserts. 

— Reported by Eli Nannis, K4JMH 

Please note: the item on the back page of Florida Skip, Sep- 
tember 1990. Florida Skip will be publishing a directory of any 
QCWA Chapter in Florida. Send me the name of the chapter, 
location of the meeting and an address and phone number of the 
person responsible for the chapter meetings. This information will 
be in each issue of Skip. Send to: Eli Nannis, K4JMH, 14996 Im- 
perial Point Drive North, Largo, Florida 34644. 


NOTHING MAKES IT EASIER TO RESIST TEMPTAT— 
1ON THAN A PROPER UPBRING A SOUND SET OF 
VALUES’ AND WITNESSES ... via W4Z2GG 


25 Years a Ham? 


e Preserves and promotes Amateur 
Radio 


© Awards & recognition for members 
e Over 160 local chapters 
e CW and SSB nets ° parties 
© Over $4,000.00 awarded annually 
in youth scholarships 


You owe yourself the privilege of 
QCWA affiliation 


40th 
Anniversary 
Assoc. 
1233 Cooper Dr’ irving, TX 76081 
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Evrs AMATEUR RADIO — 
2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


7 DAYS 
OPEN A WEEK 


COME SEE OUR 
NEW & LARGER STORE 


Va Turn Lane 


“EO0O5rQ5 


STATED 64) oa 
Right Turn Lane 


i Sle ELI’S z T | 
FT. LAUD. AIRPORT 


“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
HAM EQUIPMENT” | | 
VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT. 


LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


525-0103 944-3383 


BROWARD FAX DADE rax 
AMERICAN EXPRESS - MASTERCARD & VISA _ 
““SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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BROWARD 
COMPUTER SHOW & HAMFEST 


THE BROWARD AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


rf Presents 3 

—E E 

3 The Annual oa 

rs = COMPUTER SHOW & HAMFEST re 
= be: Broward Community College North Campus 2 
2 @ THE OMNI AUDITORiIU ” 
oO - : 1000 Coconut Creek Bivd.. Coconut Le, Florida j 3 
id = ('% mile west of the Florida Turnpike at the Pompano Beach Exit #24) 2 
- 3 HOURS REGISTRATION 8 
& Sat. 9:00 - 5:00 | | $5.00 Advance 

4 Sun. 9:00 - 4:00 $6.00 Door 8 

$ ° 

5 7 


DECEMBER 1 & 2, 1990 


Call 


FREE PARKING: Talk in on 146.31/91, 444.825 

Directions:e From TPK, Exit 67, Turn R. on 
Coconut Creek Parkway, Turn L. 
at first light. 

©95 Northbound Exit at Atlantic 
Blvd. go.West and then North on 
31 Av to Coconut Creek Pkwy. Left 
and Left again at first light. 

e95 Southbound Exit at Sample Rd. 
West to Powerline then South to 
Hammondville, West to first light 
West of Turnpike. L. to OMNI 


SATURDAY 


AT 9:00 AM! 


FCC EXAMS .. 
Y 
= 
r3 
hw 
4) 
os) 
Qs 


Ss a 
Abd R a 
i jes) 
Mail the coupon with your check Perl: tentang 
The Broward Amateur Radio Club Se a 
C/O Jim Lorah, WBYKOB oconut Creek Pkwy p 
2407 Flamingo Lane 814 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312 OMNI /L] 


Registrationest$$5.00) each: -44--44-~-~~-~- si 
Swap Tables at $20.00 each, --------------- 

Electricity Charge $5.00 (ior Sear) ------ z 
Total enclosed ---------------------------- 


Please include a SASE for return of Tickets 


Name : Call 
Address 
City . i 


State Z1p 


T-9) 


32 Av. 
& 


NOTE:All Table & Ticket requests Received after Nov. 24 Noe 
Will be held at the Ticket Booth. / 


Atlant: 
For Ticket or Table Information Call 305-584-7822 , BEPgre 
For Booth Information Call 305-742-9661 bs 
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LAN LINES 
By Kay Anderson, W8DUV 
The biggest news in the Florida packet community in July and 
August was the lightning strikes. AVO, DAB, HWD, STU and TPA 
were among the nodes affected. Many individual packet stations 
were hit and some have not returned. Its great to have insurance 
— and some didn’t have it — but the aggravation, expense, time 
and work of packaging up damaged equipment, sending it off to 
the repair shop, waiting for its return, pay the bill . . . then, fill out 
the claim, convince your insurance company it was lightning, pay 
the deductible and wait for your payment. No fun. 
- F.A.D.C.A. 
Two meetings were held at the Jax Hamfest, one on Saturday 
and one on Sunday morning. 
On Saturday the general membership got together and heard 


RENN AN AEN M RAMEN EERE REO a 


LAKE COUNTY 
HAMFEST 


90's 
Talk— 
147.255/.855 


Tables $15.00 (includes 1 admission 
both! da 


PTS SSCS LESS USCS CCC ete ee eS CCC CCC OSCE S CE SECTST UCT SOC SS SSS SUSS SSS SY 


+ Enclose 3.A8.E or pick-up at door 


pre ae ne L LS e LSC e CC LEC USEC SCT CCU TSS CCE T ETE TET 


AUTOMATIC ANTENNA MATCHER 
The ultimate advanced technology — 
when you need it most. 


P.O. Box 502 
Ft. Lauderdale, FI. 33302 
(305) 523-6369 ae a 


THE BOTTOM LINE: "“MAXCOM*WORKS” 
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the President Bob Straugh, WN4IIV explain what was being 
planned for FADCA’s future. 

On Sunday the Board of Directors met for two hours and 
resolved to keep the organization alive for another year. WN4ITV 
was re-elected, the BOD remains in place until the restructuring 
effort is completed and Helen Straughn, KC4DCA was elected as 
secretary. ee 

Moving traffic to Tallahassee, Jacksonville and the Panhandle 
from points south should become a little easier in the next few . 
months. FADCA will help in building a network of ROSE swit- 
ches throughout the state, beginning with the first two already 
installed at Jacksonville and Tallahassee. Testing has proved the 
system very workable and actually takes some of the load off the 
backbone system presently in place. ‘ 

Watch this column for future developments. (Still no plans for 
a FADCA Beacon, so Florida Skip and your local BBS is your best 
source of packet news. ) 

As for news, I didn’t know until I read it in the AMSAT Bulletin 


. that the space shuttle Columbia would be ready for launch on 


August 31st. This is the one on which Ron Parise, WA4SIR will 
make packet contacts with school children. All the original plans 
for this SAREX flight are still go, so read your AMSAT Bulletin 
and keep informed. 
PACKET RADIO HANDBOOK 

This general information book’ by: Buck Rogers, K4ABT has 
been revised and now has 48 pages of useful examples, pictures 
and hints before you reach the advertisements. Even the ads are - 
informative. For the beginner and even the seasoned packet 
operator, the book is sure nice to have on your desk. At the next 
hamfest, look for the new edition with packet radio in red letters. 
The previous one was in blue. “ 

Oh. . . did I mention it is free? It is. 


FLORIDA ROUTING TRAFFIC GUIDE 


_Amust in every Florida Ham Shack. Edited by Ron 
Mettler, WB4GHU. ARRL numbered texts, CW 
abbreviations, Emergency Communications, Florida 
city abbreviations, Florida cities listing, ICAO 
alphabet info on traffic handling, Message form, 
Florida net listing, NTS routing guide, ON signals, 
3rd party traffic restrictions, toll-free calling areas, 
2 letter state abbreviations, State abbreviation and 
ZIP codes, ARRL Net Directory registration form, 

- MARS “’2” signals most used, and more. 64 pages. 


ONLY $5.00 
Postage Paid (U.S. & Canada) 
FLORIDA SKIP 
P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266 - 


AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER 
New hourly rate $35.00 
Quick Repair 
Service [fre] 
WE SHIP UPS 
C.0.D.s WELCOME 
AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 
1040 i:xdustrial Drive, Box 224, Watkinsville, Georgia 30877 
Telephone: (404) 769-8706 


FLORIDA ARMY M.A.R.S. NEWS 
By Bob Watson, AAR4QH 

Let me correct last MARS report of the Jacksonville Hamfest 
meeting. Eleven Army MARS members attended and six Air Force 
MARS were there. Two Navy MARS were represented by 
NNNOFBG and NNNOLHR. One person attending was not affiliated 
with any MARS service, but was seeking information. 

Am glad to see our friend, AAT4WT on the air and am sorry to 
hear that he is having rig trouble and may have to curtail his ac- 
tivities until equipment is repaired. 

By the time this article is published, the Melbourne Hamfest will 
be history. Am sorry that I won’t make it, but have heard that they 
plan to have a regular MARS meeting Saturday. I hope someone 
lets me know what happened. 

I wonder if any Army MARS members participated in the U.S. 
Coast Guard celebration on August 4th and 5th? Please let me 
know. 

Have heard that some of the MARS members have had their 
stations hit by lightning. Any reports? 

Had a big surprise Sunday the second at 11:00 p.m. I received a 
phone patch, later changed to landline, from Mike Richard, from 
U.S. Air Force MARS AFA7NI, Germany (his German call is 
AFA7MJ) (DA1R), who reported that the cooperation between the 
Army and Air Force MARS in Germany is outstanding. Needless to 
say I bragged on Army MARS (having been in the other two). His 
amateur call is NSHPE and his wife’s call is N9IXL. 

Our local Air Force MARS member Frank Butler, W4RH 
suggested to Mike that he call me and discuss packett, etc., which 
we did for 45 minutes. Mike and his wife are scheduled to return to 
Germany shortly and plans to leave FWB on September 4th. 

Florida Skip Gets Results! 

Received a very nice letter from a retired U.S. Navy Officer who 
is interested in joining Army MARS, having read about it in Florida 
Skip. Our SMD, AAA4FL Bert Fow is sending him the complete 
package for joining ‘‘Army MARS.” 

Our friend Tommy, AAV4EH has received orders and departed 
for overseas duty, no details (N4ZWJ). 

That’s about all for this time, so will close with this thought for 
the day: women like silent men. They think they are listening. 

73’s to all. 
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SARA SAILS AGAIN! 


Heres your chance to find out why hundreds have 
sailed with SARA over the years and enjoyed 
‘hamming ” with their friends in the sunny Car- 
ibean each winter season. It will be a seven day 


PHONE 


e ; 
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cruise leaving Miami January 19th, 1991 aboard the super luxury “Celebration”. Ports of Call include 
San Juan, St. Thomas and St. Maarten. Prices of $746 for inside cabin and $841 for outside cabin (double 
occupancy, some singles available) include bus transportation from Broward and Palm ‘Berch Counties, 
tips to port workers, and all port and departure taxes.Also included at no cost is a sumptuous cocktail 
party. For further information or reservations, contact our travel agents: 


Creative Cruise Concepts 
1351 Lyons Roap 
Coconut Creek, Fioripa 33063 
(305) 


UNITED STATES AIR FORCE M.A.R.S. 
By Guice W. Johnson, WA4LHO/AFA2SB 

The United States Air Force MARS Region Two Conference at 
Columbia, South Carolina was an outstanding success. Gerald _ 
Hensley, AFA2JQ, the conference chairman, was a gracious host 
and presented the members with a great program. 

More than 50 members and some spouses enjoyed a weekend of 
learning, making new friends and renewing old friendships. This 
conference was made even more notable by the fact that in spite of 
the funding crunch, Mr. Harold R. Collins, Chief USAF MARS was 
able to attend. 

The conference finale was a sumptuous banquet on Saturday 
evening. The highlight of the evening was our guest speaker, 
Hainey Howell. Mr. Howell has spent many years as television 
journalist, war correspondent in Vietnam and other interesting 
jobs in journalism. The evening continued with the presentation of 
awards to many deserving members and ended with the 
distribution of many door prizes. 

Those of you that attended the conference know what a won- 
derful time was had by all. Thos of you that missed it, well we all 
hope that you will be able to attend the conference next year. 

In order that everyone has ample time to plan for next year’s 
conference we have announced the place and date. The 1991 USAF 
MARS Region Two Conference will be August 9-10 in Montgomery, 
Alabama. 

Don’t say we didn’t let you Know soon enough. 

FOUNDATION NAMES SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

On August 9th the Foundation for Amateur Radio announced the 
1990 winners of the 33 scholarships it administers. 

They were from Florida and are: Dade Radio Club Tropical 


- Hamboree Scholarships ($1,000 each) to Aaron A. Algiere, 


KC4NGA, Gainesville and Nathaniel Tarbox, KC4AOI, Jackson- 
ville Beach. 

These scholarships were open to all radio amateurs meeting the 
qualifications and residence requirements of the various sponsors. 
The foundation is a non-profit organization representing 50 clubs in 
Maryland, the District of Columbia and Northern Virginia. It is 
devoted exclusively to the scientific, literary and educational 
pursuits that advance the purpose of the Amateur Radio Service. 

— From the TKS ARRL Letter 


VA 


Ask for Karen or 
Gayle 


973-4303 


a bonded + insured travel agency 
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THE New PCS-6000 


BOLDLY GOES WHERE NO OTHER 


TRANSCEIVER HAS GONE BEFORE!! 


Ibo liy™s od int — a 
wv , : hg Mf Vi “a Neon Minaumcutl. mu 


LISTEN TO YOUR VISITORS FLIGHT ARRIVE AT THE AIRPORT, TO NOAA WEATHER, AND TO 
PUBLIC SERVICE, POLICE, FIRE, FORESTRY AND MARINE FREQUENCIES 


MODELS: PCS-6000H 50 WATTS!! Also coming soon PCS-6200 220MHZ, 
PCS-6300 70CM and PC-10 10 Meter FM Handheld. CMOS AND ADVANCED SUR- 
FACE MOUNT TECHNOLOGY PROVIDE UNPRECEDENTED COMMERCIAL 
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY. 


UNPRECEDENTED WIDE REQUENCY COVERAGE: The PCS-6000 receives 118,00 
to 135.995 MHZ AM Aircraft/136-;73.995 MHZ FM and transmits 140.100 to 150.000 
MHZ. Modifiable to ALL MARS and CAP frequencies (proof of authorization/license 
required) 

TINY SIZE: Only 2 inches high, 5% inches wide and 7'4 inches deep!! Easily fits anywhere, 
even in the smallest car! 

20 CHANNEL MEMORY IN TWO BANKS PLUS 1 TEMPORARY CHANNEL (TM): 
Two memory banks, A and B have 10 memory channels each. The memories store frequen- 
cy, shift width, offset information, and PL tone frequency as programmed. An extra memory 
channel (that we call TM-temporary memory) is provided to allow you to store any operating 
condition instantly again and again!! 

UP TO 21 NONSTANDARD SPLITS: Prograin any split in any channel. 


VERSATILE SCANNING FUNCTIONS: Dual inemory scan, programmable band scan- 
ning, hold scan and delay scan functions ere provided. with selectable delay time. ALL 
memory channels are tunable independer:ily. 


PRIORITY CHANNEL MONITORING: Memory Chansw-! BO(the first channel in memory’ . 


bank B) is monitored every four seconds regardless of snv cperating condition. When a signal 
is received, a beep is heard. 


DISCRIMINATOR CENTERING (A.20EN EXCLUSIVE PATENT): Always stops on 
frequency desired when scanning. 


PROGRAMMABLE FREQUENCY STEPS: in memory, frequency steps can be set at 
SKHZ to 20KHZ in any increment. 


BUILT-IN PROGRAMMABLE TONE ENCODER: 57 different tones are built in for 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR: 
Amateur-Wholesale Electronics 
1040 Industrial Drive, Box 224, Watkinsville, Georgia 30677 
Repair Service: (404) 769-8706—2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
MANUFACTURER: JAPAN PIEZO CO., LTD. 
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Telephone (404) 769-8706 
Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM Mon.-Fri 


instant programming of PL tones into memory channels and microcomputer. Tone frequen- 
cy can be entered independently in RX anc TX, A tone decoder is available as an option. 
LITHIUM BATTERY BACKUP: Memory information can be stored for up to 5 years 
even if power is removed. 

FREQUENCY REVERSE: Allows you to listen to repeater input frequency. 
FEATHER-TOUCH TUNING CONTROL KEYBOARD: The LED backlighted light teach 
keyboard performs all tuning operations simply by pushing the key(s) and key actuation is 
audibly verified. 


LARGE LCD (LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY): The LCD display shows the operating 
frequency, S/RF, memory channel in use and various other operating functions. The LCD 
is back-lighted by green LEDs, making it possible for you to read the display even in total 
darkness. 


FULL 16 KEY TOUCHTONE PAD MICROPHONE: DTMF Microphone functions as 
auto-patch when transmitting. 


DIGITAL S/RF METER: Shows incoming signal strength and relative transmitter power. 
MICROPHONE CONTROLS: Up/Down memory and frequency control. 


TRUE FM, NOT PHASE MODULATION: Unsurpassed intelligibility and audio fidelity. 
High/Low Power: 25W/45W or 5W/10W (6000/6000H). Output-Fully adjustable. 
SUPERIOR RECEIVER: Sensitivity is better than 0.15 Microvolt for 20-DB quieting: 
Commercial-Grade design assures optimum dynamic range and nois¢ suppression. 
AUDIO OUTPUT: 2 Watts or more. 

SPECIFICATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 


OTHER FEATURES: Rugged dynamic touchtone DTMF microphone, built-in speaker, 
mobile mounting bracket, remote speaker jack, and all cords, plugs, fuses and hardware 
are incluced, 


WARRRANTY: 1 YEAR LIMITED. 
FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER OR TO ORDER: 


TOLL FREE 1-800-451-2397 
FAX (404) 769-7970 (7pm-10am) Telex: 4930709 ITT 


a= 


THE CLEAR CHOICE 
Viotorola Radius 2-Way 


Better control of your business begins with Motorola/Radius 2-Way radios. 
Hip-pocket portability puts your entire operation in the palm of your hand. 
One push of a button and you’re on-line communicating with the people 
working for you. 


Tough-as-nails construction makes Radius 2-Ways the clear choice for the most 
demanding working conditions. When there’s no time for downtime, 
these radios can help keep you up-to-date on your business. 


P200 


Tne F200 is tne ciear choice to keep you on top of your business. 
fl Synthesized 2 or 6 channel operation, UHF or VHF. Meets MIL 
SPEC 810 C/D. 


P100 


The best synthesized value on the market. With 2 or 6 channels, 
UHF or VHF, the P100 will let you know what’s going down while 
productivity goes way up. 


P50/P50 + 


The P50 and P50 + are the tough talking tools no crew 
should be without. They will help make downtime 
an old war story. 1 or 2 channel operation, UHF or VHF. 


Mobiles 


Radius’ synthesized mobiles with 2, € or 16 channel operation 
put the whole workforce at your fingertips. UHF, VHF, 800 MHz or 
Low Band madels available. 


On-Site Paging 

There’s no need to wait for your people to find a telephone. 

With the PR3000 pager and RPBS50 base station, you can get your 
message across with no-wait efficiency. * 


Motorola/Radius 2-Way radios . . . the clear choice to give your business 
a boost. Stop in today and see how Radius products 
- Can keep you on top of your operaticn. 


SOULE 


yIewoson 


FCC License Required 


10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 


Nationwide Toll Free 1-800-847-2346 ‘HAROLD HEASTER, INC. 
An Flora ACF rr: 84 NORTH TYMBER CREEK ROAD 
ORMOND BEACH, FL. 32074 


Radiuy 


HAROLD - KE8MR 
® , MOTOROLA and Radius are 
registered trademarks of Motorola, Inc. 


*See us for warranty details. 
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OMAR 
eye Te N4UHC 


WAB8FON STORE 404-760-8846 
OMAR ELECTRONICS, INC. 
ALL YOUR AMATEUR NEEDS 
3650 HWY. 138 NE. SUITE C 
LOGANVILLE, GA 30249 


OFFICE 404-466-3241 
N. MIAMI, FL 33161 


\ it NEMAL 
ELECTRONICS 
INTL., INC. (308) 893-3024 


© Distributor of electronic wire, cable, connectors, shrink tubing, 
and cable ties. 

@ Design and rhenu facturing of custom n cable Serbia. 

@ RF microwave and high voltage test facilities. 

@ Franchised distributor for Alpha, Amphenol, Belden, Cablewave, | 

~ Kings, Times and Tyton. 


LYNN 


N4UHC XYL . 


12240 NE 14th AVE. 


GOOD STUFF CHEAP! 
GSC ELECTRONICS 


WEST MELBOURNE, FL 32904 
(305) 727-8817 © FAX (305) 727-1546 


SURPLUS ELECTRONICS 


Joe WB4WNA 


| HaLeaH 
ELECTRONICS 


EXPERT ELECTRONICS DISTRIBUTORS 
WHOLESALE ¢ RETAIL ¢ EXPORT 
‘© Electronic Parts Specialists 
© Audio-Video Accessories 


514 EAST Oth STREET 
HIALEAH, FL 33010 
887-5936 © 885-0992 


© intercom Systems 


~ ronatrvourn REAL ESTATE necos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER e N4BDZ 


BROKER — ASSOCIATE 


(305) 921-6610 
(305) 923-3333 


1643 HOLLYWOOD 6LVD., 
~eses HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 39020 


02 Sete Ave. 
W741 
2302 © rr -3610 ~ 
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(305).770-6682 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
. FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: (305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 ~~ 
Eves.: 642-4139 


Sumter County Amateur Radio Tribe 
Repeater 


BUFFALO 


Rt. 2 Box 431 
Bushnell, Fla. 33513 


Owned By Beverly Darbyson 
443.125 § 448.125 


HARLANJ.COHN . 
W4UIM 


MILDRED COHN 


H & M ENTERPRISES 


TECHNICAL SALES ¢ NETWORK MARKETING 
AMWAY PRODUCTS — SERVICES 
MC! — LONG DISTANCE ANSWERING 
AMVOX — COMPUTER ANSWERING SERVICE 
ALARM SYSTEMS — HOME ORDERING SERVICE - 


GROLIER PUBLICATIONS 
THe 


ED ROLLER, K4IA 
HERB PHELAN, KA4VWB 


HARRY MOTTINGER, K4ZNB 
FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 


BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2ZBEV 
Write for free real estate catalog 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 
FL WATS _ 1-800-673-7610 _ FAX: (813) 465- 6996 


Florida Custom Plastics 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 
HARRY and JUNE KEITH 


- CORPORATION 


Realtors Since 1957 


KA4HWY 


@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 
@ IDENTIFICATION PLATES 
@ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS 


9900 Ulmerton Road No. 56 
Largo, Florida 34641 


LICENSE PLATES 
PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


PHOWE (613) 684-6121 


c aes NEW or USED: Receivers - yeecciphers - IRD's 


Polorotors - Ku Band - Dishes - Ac 


GULFSIDE REALTY INVESTMENTS, INC. 
Offices In NAPLES & FORT MYERS 


1 


STEVE CHAMBERLAIN-AI4R 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 


- (813) 433-0331 


RUSS PATE 


Telephone Collector 


Buy - Sell - Trade | 
Antique and Unusual Telephones 
Spring-Supported Microphones 
_ And Similar Old Gadgets 
Free Appraisals - Appointment Only 


282 Pine Tree Drive 
407-777-1759 


. Indialantic, FL 32903 
SOUTHERN 
TECHNOLOGIES 
AMATEUR | 
RADIO 


AZDEN SERVICE - COMMODORE 
COMPUTER REPAIR - SATELLITE 
TVRO SYSTEMS - SALES & SERVICE 


© BOB FORMAN/N4CRP 
10715 S.W. 190 St. #9 ¢ Miami, FL 33157 _ 238-3327 


Ee ipliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
. CLUB 


FLORIDA GULF COAST AMATEUR RADIO COUNCIL, INC. 
1st ARRL Affiliated Council 


ANNUAL SUNCOAST 
CONVENTION 
ard Weekend in November 
CLEARWATER, FL 34617 


gee, 


.} 
Rene q 
oe 


FGCARC - 


VENECOM, INC. 


REPAIRS HF — VHF — CB 


P.O. BOX 157 - 


(305) 669-9031 
(305) 669-9032 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue | 
Miami, Fiorida 33155 


SOLAR POWER 


@ 


eS 


Solar Electric .Power DIY Needs For 
Houses, Cabins, AV's, Boats, Chargers 


PV Panels, Controllers, Inverters, Lights, Fans, Pumps 
Product and Design Information, Catalogs and Orders 


~ YOUNG'S SOLAR SHOP 407-383-SUNY 
P. O. Box 156 Titusville, Florida 32781-0156 


BROWARD COUNTY R.A.C.E:S. 
NEEDS MANPOWER SUPPORT 
By Mark Lavalle, N4&XGZ 
Broward County is now coming up to a respectable level of 
emergency preparedness, but the Broward County hams have not 
given enough support to the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency 


_ Service (RACES). There are 26 shelter sites, 20 hospitals and 


numerous police, fire and mass transportation communicators 
needed. As of now there are not enough hams committed to serve 
all these critically-important positions. 

Note: There should be two persons per position because 

sleep becomes necessary! 

Broward County needs 250 dependable and trained amateurs. 
This is only a small portion of the total amount of hams in Broward 
County. Many people believe that hams will commit themselves 
when faced with an emergency, this is not necessarily true. What is 
true, is that a minimum of training is needed to fill each position. 

RACES is growing in Broward County. The RACES Officer is 
very enthusiastic and the county has committed to funding our 
equipment needs. Please give your support to Broward County 
RACES. é 

Meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. in the Broward County Governmental Building located at 115 
South Andrews Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale in Room 430. 

Talk-in will be on 146.31/91 repeater. 

During an emergency, your support can help save lives and this 
is truely what amateur radio is all about. 


BUY—SELL—TRADE ~ 


All brands new and reconditioned. 


JR SPECIAL 
SALE PRICES 

¢ All Modular Construction 

¢ 150 W Output 

° General Coverage Receiver 

* 1 Chip, Direct Digital syoinests 

¢ U/LSB, AM, FM, AFSK 


JST-135 


HF Transceiver 


CBW 
Me 4400 Hwy. 19-A 


Mount Dora, Fl 32757 
autHorizen FOF the best buys in town call: 


AZDEN 904-589-0222 


DEALER 


onoens onty 1-800-828-6433 


N4EDQ < 


Amateur Radio .~ 
Sales & Service 
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F.C.C. INFORMATION PAGE 


. AUBURNDALE AREA 

WS5YI exams, technical through extra, are to be held on the third Saturday of each 
month starting at 9:00 a.m. They will be held in the First Presbyterian Church on 410 
Pilaklakaha Avenue (PK Avenue), Auburndale, Florida. Between Winter Haven and 
Lakeland on Highway 92. Turn off 92nd on Ariana Avenue, go two stop signs and turn left 
on PK Avenue. It’s the second building on right. 

Walk-ins accepted on test available basis. Reservations requested. There is a fee of 
$4.95 for tech through extra. ; 

For information contact: Pete Salvage at (813) 646-2526 or Bill Loop at (813) 967-5952. 


BREVARD COUNTY 


ARRL/VEC exams by Consolidated V.E.’s of Brevard County — Room Q-22 — Florida 
Institute of Technology — Melbourne — 10:00 a.m. (check-in 0930) — third Saturday of 
every month. — 

No pre-registration required. Form 610 provided. Bring original and photocopy of 
current license. 

For information contact Victor Lau, N4FUY at (407) 768-0888. 


CAVEC exams by Racal-Milgo in Sunrise twice per month; on the first Saturday at 
8:45 a.m. and on the third Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at 1601 N.W. 136th Avenue (North 
Harrison Parkway). 

No pre-registration required. 

Bring: the original and one copy of your license, the original of any credit certificate 
(or copy of FCC Form 610 for novice credit), proof of identity (driver’s license with 
photo, etc.) and $2 (except novice which is free). 

For further information call: Chip Allen, AK4Y at his home at 476- 8761; or Joe 
Loewy, KB4FO either at his home 434-8211 or work 846-4567. For 24-hour recorded in- 
formation call 846-4444. 

_ Talk-in on 145.270 (Tx 600 KHz). 
CENTRAL FLORIDA V.E. COUNCIL 

Exams will be given the second Saturday of the odd numbered months at 9:00 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall of the First Presbyterian Church of Maitland. The church is located 
re be peste corner of George Avenue and 17-92, one black north of Horatio Avenue in 

itland. 

The dates are: September 8th and November 10th. . 

CAVEC will sponsor these tests and the cost will be $4.00. Walk-ins accepted. 

For more information call Roy Mackey, N4ADI at (407) 644-5905. 

CITRUS COUNTY 

License exams are scheduled for the third Saturday in the odd numbered months at 
8:30 a.m. at the Citrus County Emergency Operations Center on West Southern Street in 
Lecanto. (West off C.R. 491, one-quarter mile north of S.R. 44.) 

Reservations preferred, walk-ins accepted while supplies last. Bring original ham 
license and photocopy, certificates for prior exam credits if any, photo identification as 
driver’s license, pen and pencils and$495ee. . 

Phone Cotton, KB9LT at (904) 344-8322 for reservations or further information. 

Crestview: 

FCC exams are given the second Saturday of each third month (February, May. 
August and November) at 9:00 a.m. at the Council on Aging Building, 298 South Wilson 
Street, Crestview, Florida. Fee is $4.00. Walk-ins welcome. Bring original and copy of 
license, and a photo identification. For more information contact Bill Pate, WB40RK, 
Route 1, Box 189, Crestview, Florida; telephone (904) 682-0539. 


DADE CITY AREA 

The East Pasco Amateur Radio Society will conduct W5YI-VEC exams, technician 
through extra class (novice by reservation only due to time limitation), on the third 
Wednesday of each month (except December) at 602 East Meridian Avenue, in the Tampa 
Electric Company Conference Room (two blocks east of Highway 301), Dade City, Florida 
at6:30p.m. ‘ 

Bring the original and a photocopy of your current license, photo identification and 
$4.75 fee. 

We also conduct exams, by appointment, for those with special needs and whose 
schedules conflict with normal exam lessons. 

Contact Ed Privette, AB4PY at (904) 583-4580; or George Mann, KJ4UW at (904) 567- 
6300 or (904) 667-9594 


Exams will be held at the Dade County Emergency Operations Center, 5600 S.W. 87th 
Avenue, Miami, Florida 33173, at 9:00 a.m. on the second Saturday of the month. 

Walk-in exams on test available basis. Bring a photocopy of your current license, photo 
identification, pen and pencil and a $4.75 check payable to ARRL/VEC. FCC Form 610 
ayailable at exam. 

For further information contact Tom Sherwood, AL7HW at 255-3170 after 5:00 p.m. 


NORTH DADE — SOUTH BROWARD AREA ‘ 

FCC exams are given on the fourth Thursday of each month by a W5YI-VEC team at 
6:30 p.m. prior to the regular monthly meeting of the Fellowship Amateur Radio Club at 
Ingail’s Park in Hallandale at 735S.W. ist Street. 

Nocharge for novice. . . all others $4.95. 

Bring the original of your license and a photocopy and positive identification. 

For more information call Howard, N4EBT at 935-5214; or Norm, K4RBR at 823-5437 
(evenings). 

‘ FORT MYERS A.R.C. 

The Fort Myers Amateur Radio Club will hold their next V.E. program on March 16, 
1990 at 7:00 p.m. The location is the Hughes Snel] and Company, 1470 Royal Palm Square 
Boulevard, Fort Myers. : 

Pre-registration is required. The 610 Form, a copy of license and $4.95 must be sent to: 
te Loeckel, N8EL, 237 S.E. 20th Court, Cape Coral, Florida 33990. For information call 

813) 772-2308. 


FORT MYERS } J } 

The Ft. Myers ARRL-VE group will hold a test session Friday. The test site will be the 
Hughes Snell and Company, 1470 Royal Palm Square Boulevard, Ft. Myers. 

Preregistration is requested. 

The 610 Form, a Biss of license, an upgrade certificate and check for $4.95 made 

yable to the ARRL/VEC must be sent to: Robert Strathy, WV4F, 5428 Brandy Circle, 

. Myers, Florida 33919-2237. 

For more information call (813) 481-4880. 

V.E.C.1990 EXAMSCHEDULE , 
Fort Walton Beach: 

ARRL/VEC exams by Playground ARC, are held quarterly at the clubhouse — 17 East 
First Street, Fort Walton Beach. The 1990 dates are March 10th, June 9th, September 8th 
and December 8th. Doors open at 8:30 a.m, Walk-ins are welcome. Fee is $4.95. For futher 
information contact Bill Hord, W4WIJ at (904) 243-9720; or Hal Byrd, WG4X at (904) 243- 
0882. 
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HERNANDO COUNTY EXAMS ; 

The Hernando Volunteer Examining Council (HERVEC) with Clover Leaf ARC and 
Spring Hill ARC co-sponsors are conducting monthly exams novice through extra, each 
third Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. at Springfield High School in Spring Hill. The 
Clover Leaf Visitor’s Center in Brooksville is the alternate exam site. 

Walk-ins are welcome. , 

For information contact Paul Sauer, K4ZC at (904) 683-3167. 


HIALEAH 
W5YI coordinated tests — novice through extra, every third Saturday of month at 
8 p.m. Due to space limitations pre-registration is encouraged. Fee is $4.95. 
Contact Ivan Prada, KP4EDL at (305) 829-0602 from 7 to 9 p.m. for more information. 


LAKE COUNTY/CENTRAL FLORIDA 

FCC exams are given on the third Saturday in the odd numbered months at 9:30 a.m. 
The location is the Lake Amateur Radio Association Club house just west of Tavares, 
Florida. Go two miles west of Tavares, Florida, on Highway 441 to C.R. 473. North one 
mile on C.R. 473 to the Haines Creek Baptist Church. The clubhouse and 180-foot tower are 
behind the church. 

Walk-ins permitted. Bring original ham license and photocopy, certificates for prior 
exam credits, positive identification and $4.95. : 

Talk-in on 147.255, K4FC repeater. 

Contact Paul, K3NON at (904) 343-8729; or Millie, KQ4R at (904) 343-0075. 


MARION COUNTY 
W5YI exams — novice through extra, every second Monday at 7:00 p.m., Marion 
County Government Complex at the corner of Southeast Ft. King Avenue, and Southeast 
25th Avenue. 
Talk-in on the 146.61 K4GSO repeater, Silver Springs Radio Club, Ocala, Florida. 
, ac Jim Brenner, NT4B at 237-5783; or Walt Morris, K4ELK at 245-7254 for in- 
ormation. 


OCALA/CENTRAL FLORIDA 
W5YI exams are held each month (except November and December) on the last 
1 en 7:30 p.m. at the St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 2802 N.E. 7th Street, Ocala, 
lorida. 
All exams, novice through extra, are given on a walk-in basis. Fee is $4.75. Novices are 
free. Talk-in is available on 145.130 repeater. 
rel information contact Jim, KA2MBE at (904) 236-0744; or Joe, KA4WJB at (904) 351- 


OSCEOLA COUNTY € 
The Osceola Amateur Radio Club is offering examinations for all five classes of 
amateur radio licenses, novice through extra classes, on Saturday, May 5th, at 9:00 a.m. 
at the Osceola County Senior Citizens Center at 1099 Shady Lane. 
Anyone interested may contact Lloyd Garvin at (407) 846-0204. 


PALM BEACH 

Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council and Palm Beach Community College Amateur 
Radio Club are giving amateur radio license tests the third Saturday of each month at 9:06 
a.m. at Palm Beach Community College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida, 
Criminal Justice Room 101, for $4.95. 

Walk-ins permitted as long as we have test materials available. : : 
y MES tests are October 13th and 14th at hamfest at South Florida Fair Grounds on State 

oad 80. ; 
For information call Graf Buckenmaier at (407) 582-7617.- 


PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 


5 October 13th at 10:00a.m CST, 9:30 a.m. for all 
walk-ins — Civil Defense Building, 644 Mulberry Avenue, Panama City, Florida — Main 
Conference Room. No cash. Make checks payable to: ARRL/ VEC. No charge for novice. 
All other classes will be $4.95. For more information contact Charles Hickman, N4DPU, 
2402 West 21st Street, Panama City, Florida 32404; telephone (904) 785-0449, 

PARKLAND AREA 

The Siemens Amateur Radio Club sponsors ARRL/VEC coordinated exams the third 
Friday every month at 17:30 hours, except December which will be the second Friday. 
The tests will be given at the Spanish River High School, 5100 Jog Road, Room 8207, Boca 
Raton. E ; 
Pre-registration is recommended, but walk-ins are accepted if testing materials are 
available. Novice exams are free. . . all others are $4.95. 

Bring a photo identification, your original license and a copy and the originai and a 
copy of any CSCE’s. All forms are provided. 

Contact Ron Diego at (407) 994-7168 during business hours or (407) 487-1726 evenings 
and weekends for more information or to pre-register. _ 

PENSACOLA ey 

FCC exams are given the third Thursday of each month at 5:00 p.m. Location is the 
cafeteria of the West Palm Florida Hospital, on North Davis Highway. Y 

For further information contact Rick Lloyd, AA4W; or Bill Behrends, WA4YRN. 


PORT SAINT LUCIE AREA 7 
Fort Pierce, Florida * Saint Lucie County 
The Fort Pierce ARC is sponsoring ARRL/VEC’s each month on the fourth Saturday, 
at the Saint Lucie Emergency Operations Center. Go west of I-95. Pass Highway 713 to 
Rock Road. It is on the right-hand side. 
Register at 9:00 a.m. and the test will be given at 9:30a.m. 
Call Bill Shisler, W3DHN for information at (407) 466-5648. 


DUNEDIN — TAMPA BAY AREA 

W5YI-VEC coordinated amateur radio exams are conducted by the Dunedin ARC/VE- 
testing team on the first Monday of every month. If the first Monday is a holiday, then the 
tests are held on the second Monday. : 

Testing begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Foreign Language Building, Number 99; Dunedin 
High School, 1615 Pinehurst Road, Dunedin. ; : 

Remember to bring with you, two forms of identification, originals and copies of your 
license and CSCE’s if any and the $4.95 fee required for the tech through extra exams. 
Talk-in on 145.110 or 145.310 (Tx-600). 

For registration and/or information call WC2G at (813) 938-7810 or W8RH at (813) 535- 
2034. Mailing address is: P.O. Box 1851, Dunedin, Florida 34697. 

TAMPA EVENING TESTING 

W5YI-VEC exams will be held the last Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. (except 
November and December). Sessions will be replaced by one date in early December due 
to holidays. (Phone for exact date during November. ) 

Testing location is the second floor of the American Red Cross Building, 217 North 
Howard Avenue, Tampa. 

Novice exams are free. All others $4.75 cash. Bring with you the original and a 
photocopy of your current license and original and photocopies of CSCE’s, if any. 

To resolve questions or obtain holiday season dates contact Scott, KA4FRO at (813) 
685-2514. : ; 


r 
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WEST PALM COUNTY 
: The Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council, Inc., is giving amateur license tests on each 
third Saturday of each month (except October) at Palm Beach Community (Junior) 
College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Criminal Justice Room 101 at 9:00a.m. 

The tests are given under the ARRL-VEC and currently cost $4.55. Walk-ins permitted 
we etd we have test materials available. Pre-registration strongly advised, except for 

e g. ’ 

Next tests for 1989 will be September 17th, November 19th and December 17th. The 
October tests will be given on October 15th and 16th at 9:00 a.m. at South Florida Fair 
oe PBRA Hamfest, 9067 Southern Boulevard (State Road 80), West Palm Beach, 

a. 


WEST PASCO COUNTY 

The Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring ARRL/VEC exam sessions — 
novice through extra — on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Location is the 
Adult Education Center, 5520 Grand Boulevard, New Port Richey. 

Walk-ins accepted on a materials available basis. Pre-registration strongly advised. 

Bring original and photocopy of current amateur radio license, positive iden- 
tification, check for $4.95 payable to ARRL/VEC (no fee for novice exam) and original 
and photocopy of an CSCE. Form 610 will be furnished. 

Talk-in on 146.67 (Tx 600). 

’ For information contact: Fred, AA4FG at (813) 849-1224, or Ralph at (813) 842-8351. 


WEST PASCO COUNTY 

The Suncoast Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring W5YI-VEC exam sessions on the, 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. The exam location is the Pasco County: 
Building, 530 Sunset Road, New Port Richey (just east of U.S. 19 one mile south of the. 
Pithlachascotee River Bridge). 

Pre-registration deadline is the Saturday preceding the exam date, thereafter, walk-. 
ins will be accepted on a materials availability basis. Talk-in on 145.350 (Tx-600). 

Remember, effective January Ist, the fee is $4.95 for tech through extra exams. 

For registration and/or information call Marv Borngraber, WC2G at (813) 938-7810. 


A.R.R.L. EXAMS NOVEMBER 10th, 1990 

The Central Florida VE Council will conduct FCC exams on Saturday, November 10th 
at 9:00a.m. at the First Presbyterian Church of Maitland. 

These exams will be sponsored by ARRL and the fee will be $4.95. The preferred 
method of payment is by a check drawn to ARRL/ VEC. 

All classes of tests will be given. 

Please bring your original FCC License if you have one, as well as a copy of it to attach 
to the 610 Forms which will be provided. Two forms of identification will be requested and 
if you have any CSCE’s please bring the originals as well as copies of them to forward to 
ARRL should you be successful in your testing. 

The church is on the northwest corner of 17-92 and George Avenue, one block north of 
Horatio Avenue in Maitland. 

Any questions? Please call E.V. Mackey, N4ADI at (407) 644-5905. 


NORTHWEST FLORIDA NEWS 
By Bob Watson, W4ADTV 

Please note in last months report the second club news should be for PARC not 
PCARC. They are two different clubs. Sorry about that. 

There are lots of plans for the Okaloosa ARES/RACES groups being updated and 
preparing for exercises later on. 

With the assistance of Bruce, WD4HDT, he and I, W4DTV gave Brenda Pride her 
novice exam and her FCC 610 is on its way. She copied her code test on her braille 
typewriter. We are now assisting her to upgrade. Am also talking to her about joining 
Army MARS. 

KF4BU, Hud is the new activities chairman for the PARC, FWB and is planning 
technical type programs for the first Thursdays of the month meetings. 

Have heard that K4LPT and W4ZGS are going into amateur SCTV or is it fast scan?? 

The PARC is planning a big ‘‘Picnic in the Park” for October and all radio amateurs, 
friends, families, etc., are invited. Hud requests that you get in touch with him if you plan 
to attend and how many in your party. He needs this information so that the club can buy 
most of the food. The date is October 21st, Sunday. Call Hud at 862-2566 for further details. 

The NOARC gave exams on August 11th. Four people took exams, seven exams were 
used, three passed and one failed. 

Thanks to the Pensacola group for giving some of my new novices their tests to 
upgrade. 

, Novice classes will start at OWCC September 27th and end November 16th. Cost is for 
book and code tapes. Classes start at 6:30 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m. every Thursday in 
Room 100-B, next to the library. For further information call 729-5294 or 678-5111 CC in- 
formation. 

The TCARC is going ahead with plans for re-establishing the 13/73 repeater. All 
members voted to have dues for the club to function. 

That’s about all for this time and will close with this thought for the day: if you’re feel- 


ing good, don’t worry, you’ll get over it. 


DEAD BATTERIES 
Do batteries in a radio wear out faster if the volume is turned 
up? 
The Battery Applications Manager of Eveready Battery 


Company recently tested a major manufacturers dual cassette | 


‘‘boombox’’ powered by six “‘D’’ cells. From the lowest setting to 
the highest setting on the volume control, the power necessary to . 
drive the “box” increased three times. This power increase 
directly translates into one-third battery life at full volume when 
compared with zero volume. 

A Radio Shack battery expert confirmed these findings. He 
estimated that a shirt pocket portable radio would use at least 200 
percent more battery charge at the loudest volume setting than at 
the softest. A home stereo might require 50 watts and a shirt pocket 
radio 200 milliwatts, but the principle is the same ... the more 
power required the more juice required. 

— From the MCARA Common Emitter . 


KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLE 
Sunday Morn 3910 Ke. 1130Z — 0730 EDT 
By Bob McDow, W4KOG 

We're back in the middle of hamfest season. Melbourne will be 
past when you read this and the next one will be in West Palm 
Beach. I don’t know yet whether I’ll make the WPB one or not! 
Everything seems to happen at the same weekend in October and 
you can only be so many places at one time. I hope to have seen 
many of you in Melbourne though. ; 

It’s also time for Duke, KI4GH to start feeding his nematodes 
with this year’s tomato plants. I manage to give them a banquet up 
here every year. If anyone has a good solution to nematodes, short 
of moving to Minnesota, I would sure like to know about it. I’m 
almost to the point of giving up on tomatoes, but you can’t buy a 
good tomato in the stores. They pick ’em green and gas ’em to get 
neal red and they have absolutely no taste!!! Maybe I’ll just stick 
tookra. . 

Nice pictures of both Jay, K9BSL and Roger, N4SMH in the last 
couple of issues of Skip. The August issue also had a picture of a 
good friend from the old Army Air Corp outfit. Bob Shortridge, 
W3KW was one of the driving forces of the Army Airways Com- 
munication System (AACS) during World War II. He was one of the 
true wireless pioneers and is still very active on amateur radio in 
his retirement in the Annapolis area. 

Lots of birthdays: K8RIF, K4OEP, W4SVP, N4SMH and yours 
truly W4KOG. 

Anniversaries were celebrated by: K7DWT, N4JKK, KN4JM 
and last but not least Harley, K4CMK with number 63. Best wishes 
to all and to the XYL’s who have put up with them for so long. . . Hi 

Special congratulations also go to Clyde, KM4WO who recently 
upgraded to extra class. 

73’s and 88’s to all. 
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ADVERTISERS! 


12 AMP. $39.95 
25 AMP. $94.00 
35 AMP. $119.00 


1) 


PS12 . 
Output 13.8 VOC, iCamp constant 13amp surge 


low ripple. electronic overload Protection w/ins- 
tant auto reset. 


inches tall 


PS25 


Fully regulated, 10 -15 volt variable, 25amp con- 
stant 27amp surge, low ripple output, electronic 
overload protection w/instant auto reset, fuse pro- 
tected, with Dual Meter for current & voltage 


PS35 


Same as above except, 35 amp constant - 37 amp 
Surge, adjustable from 10 to 15 volts. 


(TWO YEAR WARRENTY) 


(122 


5/8X 2-STEP GP 


144MHz 
GPV-5S 


$69:90 


Considered cy the experts tc be the 
2 Meter antenna on the market today. 
7.0 dB Cain-0 angle of radiation. Constrieted of 
hard alwninun and stainless steel. - 

Introductary Price $69.90 * RK] 
Ihe Cede kee eee LE SLECTRONICS FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER OF TO ONDER: a 

wousirel Woninevtte, war? TOLL FREE 1-800-451- om 
Rapals Servis: (404) 700-$706-~2:00 Pil - 4:00 Pd FAX (404) 769-7970 phelps pA pe ky 3) 
= Hours: 6:30 AM - 430 PM Mon.-Fri Telephone (404) 769-8706 


OUST Constructed 
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ICOM BATTERIES 
part No. | Vottage/Capactty| inserts _| Battery Packs | 


ICOM BP2 7.2V@500Mah 
ICOM CM2 , 


ICOM BPS 8.4V@270Mah 
ICOM CM3 


ICOM BPS5 10.8V@S00Mah 
ICOM CM5 


ICOM BP7 13.2V@500Mah 
ICOM CM7 


ICOM BP8 8.4V@800Mah 
ICOM CM8 


TNR Technical 
279 Douglas Ave. #1112 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 


Toll Free 1-800-346-0601 
FAX 407-682-4469 
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RATE CARD INFORMATION 

HAMBAR service of electronic equipment only is available to all sub- 
scribers, amateurs and non-amateurs at the rate of 10 cents per word, 
which includes address, call sign, etc. Minimum charge for any HAM- 
BAR is $3.00. All commercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per 
word. Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. Each 
HAMBAR must be resubmitted each month. No ad will be published un- 
less accompanied by full remittance! We require all HAMBAR ads con- 
tain the full mailing address, call sign, zip and area-phone number, if 
any. Make it easy for person wanting to buy your equipment. No HAM-, 


BARS via telephone! 
: COMMERCIAL DISPLAY : 

Full-page $125.00. Half-page (1/2) $80.00. One-quarter (1/4) page 
$55.00. One-third (1/3) page $70.00. One-eighth (1/8) page $40.00. Camera 
ready. Lay-out, make-up and typeset fee is extra according to size of ad 
and typeset required for same. 

Deadline for all HAMBARS 


and ads, eighth (8th) ofeach month in 
P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, Florida 33266. Normal mailing date 25th of 


each month. Thank you for your cooperation. 
— Editor. 


Repair by Factory trained technician on all Amateur comm- 
unication and R. F’ amplifier equipment. $25.00 per hour. 
John Cunliffe KBOEDL Colrado Amateur Radio Connection, 
2470 Faulkner Place, Colorado Springs, CO 80916 Phone 9 
AM to 7 PM 719 637-1218. ; 


SELL: KENWOOD TS-520-S Xcvr, earphones, mic, all new in 
box $350. FIRM. Wanted: Sidewiper Commercial type: Mike 
Murciano, AA4GQ, 2834 DeSoto Blvd., Coral Cables, FL 
33134 305 442-4868 7-8 PM evenings only. 


SELLING apple/McIntosh parts/supplies from a bankrupt com- 
puter store. Prefer bulk sale. Send SASE for list. Internation- 
al Radio & Computers, Inc., 751 S. Macedo Blvd., Pt. St. 
Lucie, FL 34983 1 407-879-6868. 


SALE: Cushcraft R5 no-ground radial vertical antenna for 
10, 12, 15, 17, 20M used only once. Can be assembled in 
10 mins. $180. Eli Nannis K4JMH, 14996 Imperial Point, Dr. 
N., Largo, FL 34644 813 595-3111. 


PARENTAL ADVICE IS PASSED FROM GENERATION TO 
GENERATION --- EACH HOPING THE NEXT WILL HEED 
IT... tks W42Zgg. 


KENWOOD TS530S base digital, WARC bands $550. Kenwood 
TS930S top of the line base $1300. Yaesu FT77 mobile 
digital WARC bands $500. Yaesu FT727R 2M/440 Ht, 
papid charger, extra battery, hand mic $400. Yaesu FI227- 
R 2M mobile 10 watt $150. CG converted to 10M $125. 
20Meg full height hard drive $125. Bearcat 20/20 scanner 
clone, aircraft and marine $125. Commodore SX-62 (Trans- 
portable C64, built in 1541 drive, color monitor) with extra 
1541 drive, many extras $300. Call 305 251-2910 after 6PM. 
Sebastian Acosta,KK4DY. 19340 Franjo Road, Miami, FL 
33157. 


RELAYS 12 VDC Dow-Key coax wwitch with DPDT 
ext. contacts. & Price Elec. coax switch 12VDC $12.00 
Have two Dow-Coax relays 24VDC - $8. each. Danbury coax 
relay with BNC connectors $12.. AGEGA Antenna Noise 
Bridge mod. 5501 10 to 90 ohm. requires 9 V_ battery (in- 
cluded) $15. Realistic SP-150 Communications spkr 3 W, 8 
ohms Grey cabinet’ 4%D X 3W X 6%H. $15. All plus UPS. 


- Andy Clark W4IYT 41 Lenape Or., Miami: Springs, FL 3316€ 
rs a area 


WANTED: 20 mtr, 15 mtr beam mono bandcr 4-5 or 6 
elements. Ham 4 rotor - VRC 24 - Collins KWM2. PM2, 
3081, Any condition also for parts. Anything Collins. Steve 
Pautard WN4!I 5833 Dryden, West Palm Beach, FL 33415 
407 689-8819. ahaa 


SALE: ALL Heath with manuals. Signal tracer T-4 $12. 
Condenser checker C-4 $13. Capacitor checker IT-28 $19.00 
SWR wattmeter HM-11, 1$12. IC-2A handheld battery wall 
charger, hand strap, belt hook, rubber duckie $4 130. orf 
2A with world famous molicel rechargeable lithium battery 
separate wall charger takes 9 hrs only. Almos limitless 
shelflife $170. This molicell really stays up. Jean B. Desutels 
K4VGD, 616 N. Silver Cir. Key Largo, EL so0s7 a oCS 
852-2109. 


THE ORNAMENT OF A HOUSE IS THE FRIENDS WHO 
FREQUENT IT.. Tks KI4GH. 


3 
WANED: Rotary inductor approx 25 MH for 2kW tuner. 
vey Shefer N4ES, 3479 Kersdale Rd., Pepper Pike, OH 

24. 


rr 


WANTED: URGENTLY NEED info/manual/diagram for RCA 
Quasar 3/4 Inch video recorder mod. VR-1000. Also need 
tapes. Have one that need: help. Has play-back problem. 
Picture rolls. Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr. Miami 


Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


FOR SALE: 6 foot. travel sat ‘‘satellite antenna dish. Sat- 
ellite antenna with feet horn, Polorizer, LNA, and down con- 
verter, 50 feet of cable with remote control and satellite 
receiver. Complete and working system on ‘’C’’ band. Adam 


Wantuck WA4QOR, Box 4129, Margarte, FL 33063 305 
752-7781. = 
MANUAL: AZDEN PCS-300 2 meter handheld transceiver 


instruction manuals. $5. each post paid (Have 2) andy Clark 
W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 
888-3874. 

SAN SAMO REE Se TRE, Pe RPS wah Fhe es 2 pt ae 
FOR SALE: Archorotor control manual $35. Toyomura 
H.D. rotor model KR-400, control, manual $85. Mirage B- 
1060 FM SSB 2 mtr amp 10 in 160 out $150. SWAN 
350 plus power supply 117XC $125. Coax Teh-Bird mod. 
74 single coaxial/6 position $75. NYE Viking lambic keyer 
mod. SSK-1-K $50. Drake PS-3 13.8 DC reg. 6-8 amps 
$25. Looking for ICOM 2AT with batt charger. Martin 
Simmonds KK4PI, 2060 SE 176 Ave.,: Silver Springs, FL 
32688 904 625-625-6567. 


WANTED: ICOM IC 28H and IC-22U. Hurry! 
pit Sie Box 1586, DeLeon Springs, FL 32130 
9. 


Warren Reid 
904-736- 


SELL: Yaesu FV-102DM, external VFO from FT-102 with 
Memory $250. Datong UP converter. Makes bam band xcvr 
all band 100 ke to 30 mes revr. Dick McGarry W4CXH, 
P O Box 5505, Coral Gables, FL 33114 305 665-2311. 


INVISIBLE THREADS ARE THE STRONGEST TIES..ki4gh.. 


EQUIPMENT RACKS: Aluminum and steel, 3’ to 6’ $35. 
to $150. call 305-477-6192. MBS LABS, 8311 NW 64th St. 
Bldg. 1, Miami, FL 33166. 


WANTED: MFJ Bencher Keyer model 422. Need source 
for 50 ft’ TV-type telescoping mast. (NOT 30 ft!) Roy 
Carpenter K4EJW, Box 301, Sil¥er Springs, FL 32688 904 
236-2776. 


FOR SALE: One 20 foot section of Rohn self-supjort towe 
Size 8N section. On the ground with all cross members, 
excellent condition. No harware, would need nut and bolt 
kit from factory. Needs a pad of 8 1/2 foot at the base 
for this section $600. 2 - 6 foot grid type microwave 
reflectors, good condition These are Anxiter antennas. $100 
each. 1 - 4 foot grid type microwave antenna. Same as 
above in the 4 ftoot version. $75. Adam Wantuck WA4QQR 
AN OUNCE OF ADOLOGY IS WORTH A POUND OF 
LONELINESS.... Tks KI4GH. . 


COAX & CABLE SALE: Brand new spools RG59U 1000’ 
$75. RG11U 1000’. $100. 5 conductor No. 18 PVC 1000’ 
$75. 6 pair No. 20 1000’ $50. 2 pair No. 22 stranded 
1000’ $50. 2 conductor No. 22 shielded Teflon Alarm Cable 
1000' $65. New 3’’ 50 ohm Heliex $12.00 a foot. MORE! 
Call 305-477-6192. MBS LABS, 8311 NW 64th St. Bldg. 1, 
Medley, FL 33166. : 


FOR SALE: Hammarlund FM transceiver, mod. 50A 147 to 
174 Mhz, excellent for base station $75. Heath DX-60 Xmtr 
10 to 80 Mhz $90. 100 ft. ladder line cable, 450 ohms $12 
Heath IM-4100 counter $50. DSI 3500 counter $50. All 
types of insulators, antenna, feed thru, stand-off etc., The 
above plus shipping. Call after 4 PM 407 626-1126 Len 


‘Jezorek, W4LC, Juno Beach, FL 33408 
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60 foot of Rohn 45G tower, 
no rust. No base plate, no hardware, no guy 
turnbuckles. No top section. Se'l all or part. 
section. Adam Wantuck WA4QQR, Box 4129, Margate, 
33063 305 752-7781. 


excellent condx, 
lines, no 

$50. per 10 ft 
FL 


FOR SALE: 


SELL: Kenwood TS520S $350. 
new tubes and mic. $350. Jr. monitor dentron $50.1G-72 
Heathkit audio generator $50.10-643 Eico batt. gliminator/ 
charger $50. 944 Ejico flyback/yoke Tester $30. 10-1128 
Heathkit Vector monitor $50. IG-28 Heathkit, color bar dot 
Gen. $50. BE-156 RME 80/10 preselector $25. Call Henry 
WD4DTO 305 871-7232 after 5 PM, or 6330 NW 37th Ter. 
Miami, FL 33166 


HEATH MANUALS: 
info sheets/diagrams available. 
Clark W4IYT 41 Lenape Dr., 
305 888-3874. What do you need& 


Have 54 Heath original manuals and 
$3 to 15 dollars each. Andy 
Miami Springs, FL 33166 
SASE for list. 


QUALITY TOWER SERVICE. 
ation/dismanteling, complete tower inspection and maintenance 
rotor replacement, reasonable rates. Serving Broward, Dade 
and Palm Beach counties. N4XGZ, Mark Lavallee, 1900 N. 


39th Ave., Hollywood, FL 33021-4841 Call evenings 305 
961-2642. 

wea Ser ie A LU AS Cat PL eee on Oe Vee ee 
FOR SALE; 60 feet of Rohn 25G tower. Good condition. 
Has paint on the tower sections. No base plate, no hard- 
ware, no top section, no guy lines, no turnbuckles. Will 

sell all or part. $25. per section. Adam Wantuck WA4QQOR, 
Box 4129, Margate, FL 33063 305 752-7781. 

LUCK IS INFATUATED WITH THE EFFICIENT... KI4GH.. 
LL LL A 
FOR SALE: Kenwood TS-830S with two CW filters and 


matching SP-230 speaker with audio filters. Like new condx. 
$650 for both. Ralph Fernandez KP4CPP, 2802E. Crystal 


Lake Ave., Orlando, FL 32806 407 898-8622 after 6PM. 
PSS AEDEN) ra SAAN EE SKY AMM MOIS IN VOL ae Pa PE UNS ek Pe, Sd i! 
WANTED: Needed manuals for Kenwood AT-230 Antenna 
tuner. Please contact Mark Lavallee N4XGZ, 1900 N 39 Ave. 


Hollywood, FL 33021 305 961-2692 evenings. 


FOR SALE: 189 feet of Heleax cable. 1 5/8 inch air type, 
on the spool, ready for transport. 3 year old line, never 
installed. Warehouse kept. $6.50 per foot. 4 EIA connect- 
ors for 1 5/8 heleax cable. $125. each new connectors. 

Will arrange 2 connectors with cable if needed. Adam 
Wantuck WA4QQR, Box 4129, Margate, FL 33063, 305 - 
752-7781. | 


Mosley A-56S 6 mtr beam, 5 el. 12 ft boom, new 
still in box. Won at hamfest. SWAN TB-3 10-15-20 Beam 
3 el. 15 ft. boom, bought used, never assembled. CDE 
rotator and AR-22R control. Came with 2 - never used. . 
Mast 22 ft. with 9 ft foldover. iron 2 inch pipe thread at 
top.$20. each, $75 for lot. Bill Kemper W4KOF, 10601 SW 
83rd Ave., Miami, FL 33156 (no phone given) 


SELL: 


ESTATE SALE: Heath SB-200 amp 10 thru 80 mtrs. Very 
clean with manual $250.. RF Power Labs Mod. V180 2 
meter amp - AM/SSB FM/CW 150 Watts, with manual $175. 
New price $655.  Hallicrafters R-46 comms speaker $15.00 
EIMAC 3-500Z new in box $80. All above plus UPS or 
pick up. Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, 
FL 33166 305 888-3874. 

aes POM Sali ala NO MG LIN MS enh eee ran ss AB) ND Ed 
SUCCESS OCCOURS WHEN YOU DO SOMETHING FOR 
THE FUN OF IT. . tks W4ZGG... 


METERS: — Simpson Elapsed time, 120 V. AC 60 Hertz 
meter. It measures time elapased on Tenths and Hours. 
Total hours can measure is 99,990. Black case with 2 % Sq.. 
face mounting screws $15. Standco Running Time meter, 
same as above except round 3’ round face $12. 2%" round 
black case, mounted in alum. case a 0 to 5 AMP RF _ shunt- 
ed meter. Case has PL-258's mounted on each side $12.00 
All plus UPS. Andy: Clark W4!1YT, 41 Lenape Dr,, Miami 
Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. i 
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like new. Yaesu FT101E new 


Antenna and tower - install-. — 


_and Toboao WI 


) 


—_— SS seeisehiceeseeeses! 


NEED SPACE: Have complete sets of the following Ham 
Publications for SALE: QST ‘8? ‘88 ‘89 & "90 to date. 
HAM RADIO: 87 88 & 89. 73: 90 to date.ca: 87 88 89. 
$9. per each year. Perfer pick-up. Will ship UPS $3.00 per 
box. All issues like new. Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape “ag 
Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


WARNING: Hurricane season is here! Is your tower prepai- 
red? Now is the time to get ready! QUALITY. tower service 
tower installation/dismanteling, rotor replacement, and com- 
“plete tower maintenance. Reasonable rates. Serving Dade, 
Broward and Pal m_ Beach counties. N4XGZ, Mark Lavallee 


1900 N.. 39th Ave., Hollywood, FL 33021 
961-2642. | Call evenings 305 


‘NOTICE NOTICE HAMBAR USERS- NOTIC NOTICE 
Please printe clearly your items for sale. Give complete 
mailing address and phone numbers. If your HAMBAR 
arrives after the 15th of the month it will be included 
in the next months issue. HAMBARS must be submitted 
in writing only. Do NOT call on phone. All Hambars 
must be submitted each month. Do NOT send double 
payment for 2 months. Thanks for your support, trea AC 


NEED TUBES?? Have’ huge inventory, including 3-500Z 
B's etc. Call or FAX for price quotes. Also buy tubes, 
i C Electronics, Dick Gross, N1IBGL, 3089 Deltona 
vd., Springs Hill, FL 34606 904 688-2374 F 
683-9595. nae Nt a 
WANTED .sMALL. wind generator - reasonabbly priced new 
or used but working condition to power Ham repeater. 
Ralph Samlal 9L4LR, De Gannes Village, Siparia, Trinidad 
phone 809-649-2391, 


ABN DO 080 Ne PNOne. CUS OAe 2 eile 
SELL ESTATE GEAR: 


. Heath SWR AM-2 VSWR Meter/book $9. Cesco 
Reflectometer SWR W/book $12. Citizens Band CB-170C 
F.S. and SWR meter $9. Knight Compressor W/cord & 
plug. $12. with Inst. man. | ; 


Dayton Stero headphones $8, Drake dummy load Mod. 
1550 SWR 1!.1:1 Max 0-30 MHz 1.5:1 Max 30-160 MHz 
200 W. $39.00 W/ coax cable & connectors. Price Elec. 
Corp 115 VAC Coaxal switch with std PL plugs. $15.00 
All above very clean plus UPS. Andy Clark W4IYT 41 
Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


DIRECT FROM MELBOURNE HAMFEST 
By Gerry Wentz, KC4EHT 

By the time you read this, the Melbourne Hamfest will be a 
fading memory and you will have worked the kinks out of all the 
new “‘toys’’ that you purchased. The ’fest was successful beyond 
expectations. 

Since this article had to be submitted on Sunday, the last day of 
the hamfest, an accurate account of attendance could not be 
established, but estimates in excess of 2,900 were being made. One 
only needed to be among the thundering herd of hams during early 
morning Saturday to know that something drew a crowd and it 
wasn’t a good movie either. 

There was an abundance of tail-gating in the parking lot despite 
the intense heat. There were some excellent quality offerings to be 
found in the tail-gating section and this writer spent as much time 
“milling”? around the outside displays as the more desirable air- 
conditioned inside section. 

Unfortunately, one of the patrons found it necessary to relieve 
one of the vendors of a HT, without paying of course, but other than 
that there were no other undesirable incidents. It is said that our — 
society has to accommodate low-lifes such as these. 

The Platinum Coast Amateur Radio Society (PCARS) thanks all 
of you who attended the hamfest for making it one of the best and 
most certainly a happy 25th anniversary present. 

The 146.61 repeater antenna, the back-up to the 146.85 club 
repeater, has been relocated to the top of the Holmes Regional . 
Medical Center, so you will note improved coverage of the area on — 
this machine. 

The PCARS meets at t: 30 p. m. the second Monday of each - 
month at the Red Cross Building on Hickory Street in Melbourne. 
Interested persons are cordially invited to attend and doughnuts : 
and coffee are standard fare at the meetings. 22 Pare 
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POLITICAL CONFLICTS! HURRICANES! EARTHQUAKES! 


SEE THE WORLD THRU YOUR EARS! 


ICOM IC-R71A 


Be there before it happens. . . . Get a birds-eye view of the World - Wars, News, Sports, Music, Drama, 
Religion -on an ICOM IC-R71A Short Wave Radio. 


Hear the ever changing Global views directly from their sources. Most countries broadcast in English, so you 
get another slant on international events unfiltered and realtime not 12 or 24 hours after the fact. Be there 
when it happens! . 
Listen to the ICOM IC-R71A against the large selection of models in our showroom. We demonstrate - You 
compare. 


ICOM Simply the Best 


Mike’s Electronics 
1001 NW 52 Street 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33309 
TWO BLOCKS WEST OF 1-95 - COMMERCIAL BLVD EXIT 


Eastern U.S. & Florida 
TOLL FREE 1-800-932-6531 
(305) 491-7110 
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From P. 1 


Beach) piloted the Chase 2 aircraft which followed the balloon to 
14,000 feet reporting the balloon’s rate of ascent, relative position - 


and condition. The data Bill sen: back to ground controllers con- 
firmed the data transmitted by the balloon’s on-board telemetry. 
Ground controllers had predicted that the balloon would burst at 
about 83,000 feet, but burst actually occurred closer to 93,000 feet 
and began its rapid drop to earth. The package included a 
parachute which opened and slowed the descent at about 50,000 feet 
and by the time SkyBeacon-2 reached the 25,000-foot level, its rate 
of descent had slowed to about 500 feet per minute. The package 


came to rest ina tree 13 miles southeast of the Deland airport in the 


middle of the Spruce Creek Swamp. 
Chase 1 piloted by Bill Leisner, W4MPU of New Smyrna Beach, 
who was accompanied by Bruce Kalashian, KB4GW of Daytona 


Beach, tracked the package as it fell to earth. They reported their - 


airborne direction findings to the six ground recovery teams which 
had scrambled toward the landing zone as the package was falling. 

Even though Chase 1 was finally able to see the package on the 
ground, Larry Webster, N4URS of Holly Hill was the first to locate 
SkyBeacon-2 as it hung from a tree limb 15 feet above the ground. 
During the ground search, SkyBeacon-2 continued to transmit 
telemetry and video giving the search teams a clear target for their 
direction-finding equipment. 

Ground tracking stations confirmed Larry’s successful find 
when his mustached smiling face peered into the on-board camera 
to the surprise of those monitoring the video signal. 

After videotaping the landing site, the suspended assembly was 
cut down from the tree and the payload was officially powered 
down at 1906 or four hours, 35 minutes and 13 seconds after the 
system was first powered up. The battery capacity was large 
enough that the transmitters could have continued operating at 
their one-watt power levels for about six more hours, had the 
package landed farther away or in more dense woods. 

The HF net secured shortly before actual recovery of the balloon 
after logging more than 60 stations and reception reports. 
StratoNet Control KB4T reported a successful net with excellent 
cooperation and discipline by all participants. 

Audio and video tapes of the event were made to allow the entire 
launch team to review the complete mission. These recordings will 
be used to improve the performance of the StratoNet Com- 
munications Network as well as the completion of all steps leading 
to a successful launch and flight. 

Bolstered by the success of SkyBeacon-2, the StratoNet Florida 
team is planning the next flight for the spring of 1991 with a payload 
that will feature a packet radio system similar to the SAREX Space 
Shuttle software and other more sophisticated communications 
electronics. 

StratoNet Florida Project Manager Bayne also expresses 
thanks to the many people who have contributed time, money and 
equipment to the balloon experimenting effort. 


Those especially c cited on their efforts included: 


Chuck Burkey Use of Civil Air Patrol Hangar 
at Deland Airport 
National Weather 
Service Ruskin, Florida High Altitude Weather Data 
Paul Miller N4wKQ De Leon Springs Balloon Preparation 
Tawney Miller N4WKR De Leon Springs Launch Site Support 
Clay Langston WB&8ZMV ‘Port Orange Launch Site Support & Video 
Bill Leisner W4MPU New Smyrna Beach Payload Electronics Design 
& Construction 
Ken Vanslette WB4FKL Daytona Beach Ground Prediction Software 
' Gs & Computer Operation 
Ernie Baldini K4RBD Cocoa Beach Launch Site Video 
Vic Leisner W3LGV Daytona BeachShores Video Camera & Video 
f Repeater Service 
Bill Beyer WD4GDZ_ Ormond Beach Launch Site Support 
JamesCrabtree N4VZL Port Orange Launch Site Support 
Norm Stimpson Ormond Beach Launch Site Support 


A.R.R.L. INSURANCE 

The cost of the ARRL’s ‘‘All Risk’? Ham Radio Equipment In- 
surance Plan will increase on October Ist, from $1.25 per 100 of 
equipment insured to $1.50, the first increase in three years. 
Those currently enrolled in the plan will be notified of the increase 
in their next premium notice. 

For information on the insurance plan write to: Albert H. 
Wohlers and Company, 1440 North Northwest Highway, Park 
Ridge, Illinois 60068; or call (800) 323-2106. 
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Submitted by WAIYT 
Checking out the National Hurricane Center Station, WAEHW. 

From the left is Norman Ward, K4RBR and Layton Rues, W4VBQ, 
NHC coordinator for Dade County ARPSC. Layton has good crew of 
operators on stand-by if needed this season. 


ATTENTION ALL 
FLORIDA Q.C.W.A. CHAPTERS i) 

Florida Skip will be publishing a directory of any 
QCWA chapter in Florida. Send me the name of the 
chapter, location of the meeting plus date and time of 
meetings and an address and phone number of the 
person responsible for the chapter meetings. This 
information will be in each issue of ‘‘Skip.”’ 

Send this information to me: Eli Nannis, K4JMH, 
14996 Imperial Point Drive North, Largo, Florida 
34644, 


The codfish lays a million eggs 

And the faithful hen but one; 

And yet the chicken cackles 

To show what she has done. 

So we despise the codfish, ; 
While the faithful hen we prize. % 
Which only goes to show 
“It pays to advertise.” 


USE OUR HAMBAR SECTION! - 


YOUR HAM LICENSE - ; 

When was the last time you looked at your amateur license? Do 
you know when it expires? You should! Even with a two-year grace 
period, time slips by fast. If you do not know when your ticket runs 
out, I would suggest you find it now and make a note of it. 

This all leads up to one point, if you need a FCC 610 Form 
Florida Skip can supply you with one or two provided you send us a 
number 10 (10-inch) evelope, self-addressed and stamped to: Skip 
610, P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. ’ 

The Miami FCC Field Office was kind enough to send us about 
200 forms recently to pass out as needed. Play it safe .. . check 
your license now. 


— (via W4DZA) 


LOOK AGAIN 
Look at the top line of your mailing label. This is 
your ONLY REMINDER WHEN YOUR SUBSCRIP- 
TION RUNS OUT! You can renew ANYTIME before § 
experation date and our computer will automatically § 
“ADD ON” from that date. It is just like putting 


money in the bank. We take renewals for one, two or 
three years, if you so desire. : 
So it’s up to you to watch that top line. If you miss, 
the computer will automatically skip over your ad- 
dress when printing mailing labels. 
Thanks for your cooperation in this important mat- 


ter, 7° 78, Editor 


